“Living as One” Outline (Workshop B)
· Introduction
· [bookmark: _heading=h.crzau48qhoxi]Recall from the “Won for a Purpose” workshop that we’re now “a new creation in Christ…”
· How does that affect the way we live out our lives?
· We’re at peace with God through reconciliation with Christ (15 minutes)
· What? What do we mean by the concept of peace (shalom)? 
· Note that this concept is so important that there are many scriptural references to it (both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament)
· Ezekiel 34:25
· God has made a covenant of peace with us
· Note what this covenant of peace looks like: living in safety
· “Shalom” is an important Hebrew concept: it’s a sense of completeness, the absence of war or strife, a permanent sense of peace, a world where everything is right and all is in harmony
· John 14:27
· This covenant of peace comes from Jesus
· Philippians 4:7
· This is a peace that surpasses all understanding - it’s more than we can comprehend
· Now that we understand this biblical definition of peace, how do you understand this peace / how does it show itself in your life?
· Each presenter can decide how she wants to structure this section: summary, soliciting responses, “turn and talk”
· Here are some sample points that could be made…
· This peace should be a key facet in our everyday lives
· Instead of depending on ourselves, we can depend on the peace that comes from God
· Instead of being afraid of whatever is currently happening in the world, we can be confident because God has already done everything that needs to be done
· Instead of trying to find all the answers within ourselves, we can depend on God our Savior and know that he has fully accomplished our salvation
· 2 Corinthians 5:14-21
· We are now at peace with God
· Philippians 2:5-11
· This peace with God also shapes how we interact with those around us
· We are called to emulate Christ’s attitude of humility in our relationships with others
· We’re also at peace with our sisters and brothers in Christ, a peace that we (as individuals and as a church) can reflect to an unbelieving world (25 minutes)
· [bookmark: _heading=h.ey6w63ddq1ti]So what? How do we live out that peace which we now enjoy because of our status as children of God?
· In the church
· Ephesians 4:32
· We are kind and compassionate to our sisters and brothers in Christ
· Philippians 2:1-4
· We look first to the interests of others - it’s not all about me!
· John 13:34-35
· Showing love to one another is the mark of being a disciple
· We follow Jesus’ command to show love to our sisters and brothers in the church
· And therefore we demonstrate to an unbelieving world that we are indeed God’s disciples
· But - as God’s disciples - how do we interact with that unbelieving world?
· In the unbelieving world
· Hebrews 12:14
· We make an effort to live at peace with everyone - to not do harm to others
· Note that we aren’t called to execute God’s justice in the world - God can do this perfectly well on his own
· 1 Peter 3:15-16
· We are called to share the truth that we know and the peace that we have from setting apart Christ as Lord
· But we are called to do so in love, with gentleness and respect
· Remember our motivation: to help others see the truth that we are blessed to know and experience the peace we are blessed to have
· 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
· Everything is negotiable except the message of Scripture
· Therefore we embrace our differences rather than all trying to the the same
· These differences can show themselves in worship styles	, as long as our respective worship styles accurately reflect our theology
· Go to Stacy Hoehl’s presentation for more info!
· These differences can show themselves in culture
· Go to Tingting Schwartz’s  presentation for more info!

[bookmark: _heading=h.h2v42crsdwc4]

· [bookmark: _heading=h.8aliml7bab0]Now what? What does this look like practically and specifically in our lives today?
· Initial disclaimer: we can talk about sticky situations, but…
· Even though we study the Scriptures, seek answers in prayer, and talk to other Christians for advice and counsel…
· There are no “one size fits all” answers
· And different Christians might deal with different situations differentlyIn the church
· In the Church <capital-C church, not just WELS>?
· Romans 16:17
· But also remember that is isn’t always possible to live at peace with everyone
· We are called to live at peace as long as we aren’t compromising the Word of God
· Separating for the sake of peace is a last-ditch effort, however - it’s what happens when every other option has been exhausted
· 
· Ephesians 3:19-22  
· Sometimes we need to separate from other Christian churches for fidelity of confession
· The teachings of Scripture matter! What we believe is built on Jesus as our chief cornerstone
· But remember that this separation always needs to be done in love and is ultimately an act of love
· Acts 15:36-41
· The example of Paul and Barnabas reminds us that sometimes we separate from other Christians for the advancement of the Gospel
· There are times when we can do more separately than together, even if we are still in fellowship 
· In the unbelieving world - think about the situation of the person you’re interacting with
· Mark 2:15-17
· Jesus ate with sinners and prostitutes
· But they were listening to him
· And he was also calling them to follow him rather than remaining in their old lifestyle
· We are called to hold “do no harm” to the souls of those in the world and need to hold these two situations in tension
· “Do no harm” by not being overly judgmental - represent God’s love
· “Do no harm” by not minimizing sin - God doesn’t! - note the contrast


· Living out this peace won’t happen perfectly on this side of heaven, but…
· We still keep working on it!
· You’re not in this alone!
· Prayer
· Christian friends
· Your pastor
· In short, you’re part of the body of Christ
· Isaiah 55:11-12
· We can have peace because we aren’t responsible for the results
· God will work everything out according to his plan
· We’re only called to live faithfully
· Conclusion (5 minutes)
· What have you learned today? In particular…
· We’ve given you the building blocks
· How can you apply these building blocks to various situations and relationships in your life?
· Using these building blocks, what changes are you going to make in your life and your relationships to be at peace?
· Have some conversations as you go to lunch!
