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Christ's Love, Our Calling.




Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages 
to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation 
and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.

This service was written by Paula Nimmer, a member of Grace Lutheran, Oshkosh. 
It has been reviewed and approved by Professor-emeritus David Valleskey.
Note: There may be copyright issues regarding the use of some songs and hymns. 
Make sure to purchase the music or obtain permission to use music that is not in the public domain.

The Advent Gift
Opening Response

Reader 1:
Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world.

All:
The light no darkness can overcome.

Reader 2:
Stay with us, for it is evening.

All:
And the day is almost over.

Reader 3:
Let your light scatter the darkness.

All:
Let it shine in our hearts and lives. Amen.

Reader 4:
Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us and warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning brightly, that we may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world. Come and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

All:
Amen.
The Advent Gift — Planned
The first advent candle is lit.

Reader 1:
Imagine a pie perfectly baked: with a crisp and flaky crust … a warm, fruit-filled middle … flavorful all around. Imagine a symphony perfectly played: in time … in tune … with perfect expression throughout. Imagine a gift perfectly given: from someone who cares for us deeply … from someone who knows exactly what we need. 
                 Tonight we consider how God’s Advent gift to us is a gift perfectly given, a gift perfectly planned … the gift of our Savior.



To bake a perfect pie takes years of experience. To perfect a musical selection a symphony will practice for months.  To give a perfect gift takes careful thought. God’s plan for our salvation did not begin during the course of time. God’s plan for our salvation comes from eternity. Two days before his betrayal, Jesus spoke of his return:

All:
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all his angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory … Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.’ ” (Matthew 25:31, 34)

Reader 1:
What God prepared before creation for all believers, he also planned for each of us … and brought to each of us … by choosing us to be his in Jesus:

All:
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. (Ephesians 1:3-4).

Reader 1:
As we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus, we see how God’s perfect, eternal plan was brought to its fulfillment. Through the changing ages of this world, our changeless God has carried out his plan to bring us into the kingdom he has prepared for us. In thanksgiving for God’s glorious grace, we join to pray:

All:
Heavenly Father, we praise you that it was your good pleasure to make known to us the mystery of your will. Thank you for including us in Christ when we heard the word of truth, the gospel of our salvation. We look forward to that day when the times will have reached their fulfillment, the day when all things in heaven and on earth are brought together under one head, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Reader 1:
We join together in singing stanzas 1 and 2 of hymn 254, “The Day Full of Grace.”

All sing:    The day full of grace, which we behold
                   Now gently to view ascending
                   As God’s gracious promises unfold,
                   Good cheer to the saints is lending,
                   And children of light in ev’ry land
                   Rejoice that the night is ending.

                   How blest was that gracious midnight hour
When God in our flesh was given.
The Dayspring appeared in light and pow’r
And spread o’er the darkened heaven.
Then rose o’er the world that Sun divine
Who gloom from our hearts has driven.
The Advent Gift — Purchased
The second advent candle is lit.

Reader 2:
Every gift must be purchased before it is given. When we go Christmas shopping, we sometimes look for gifts that are costly. We may give such gifts because of the love we have for someone. At other times, we look for gifts that are the best deal. We might even use a coupon to buy them. In this way we can give generously by giving more gifts to more people.



God’s gift of our salvation also had to be purchased. The guilt of our sins was great. A price needed to be paid. Left to ourselves, we would be unable to pay that price. But God’s gift of our salvation means that someone else — God himself —would pay the price for our sins’ guilt.



This work of Jesus is called redemption. The payment Jesus made was his life for ours. We are the ones redeemed, and now we are forgiven:

All:
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins. (Ephesians 1:7)


Reader 2:
There is a limit to the number of gifts we can give to others. Although our heart may want to give more, eventually we will run out of money or time. But there is no limit to the gifts that God can give. All of us needed the redemption that came by Christ Jesus, and he won it for all:

All:
There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:22-24)

Reader 2:
The good news of forgiveness in Jesus is one gift that we can share freely with all people. No matter who it is, no matter what they have done, we can share this good news with anyone: Jesus died for you.

All:
Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for the payment you made on the cross, where you paid for my sins and for the sins of the whole world. As we wait for your coming, help us to share the message that you came and died for all. Help us, your redeemed people, to share with others the good news that you have redeemed them, too. Amen.


Reader 2:
We join together in singing stanzas 1, 2, and 3 of hymn 366, “O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild.”

All sing:   O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!
                   For sinners you became a child.
                   You came from heaven to fulfill
                   Your Father’s just and holy will.
                   O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!



O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!
With God we now are reconciled.
You have for all the ransom paid,
Your Father’s righteous anger stayed.
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!



O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!
Joy fills the world which sin defiled.
Whate’er we have belongs to you;
Oh, keep us faithful, strong, and true.
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!
The Advent Gift — Prepared
The third advent candle is lit.

Reader 3:
Christmas gift-giving would be a little different if we simply went to the store, bought the gift, and then gave it to the recipient without wrapping it first. One part of our joy comes in the way the gift is prepared. We wrap it in paper or place it in a gift bag so that it is hidden from view for a time. Another part of our joy comes through a sense of anticipation. We’ve all seen children’s eyes grow large as they find more and more presents — some big, some small — accumulating under the Christmas tree.


Wouldn’t much of the joy of receiving a gift be lost if we knew what the gift was? In fact, we might even find ourselves dissatisfied. We might find ourselves looking for something else: something bigger, something better.



God prepared his Advent gift to us in such a way that we would not look for something else that we thought was better. God prepared his Advent gift to us in such a way that we would see the goodness of the giver and the perfection of the gift. God’s own Son — wrapped in flesh, placed into our world — is exactly the gift we needed.

All:
Christ Jesus, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross! 
(Philippians 2:5-8)

Reader 3:
God not only prepared his Advent gift; he also prepared us to receive it. Through the repentance that the Holy Spirit works in our hearts, we admit that we are unworthy of any of God’s gifts. Through that same work of repentance, we look to Jesus as the one gift we need. This was the message of John the Baptist, too. He spoke the Word of God to prepare people’s hearts to receive their Savior. Luke writes about John’s work:

All:
He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’ ” 
(Luke 3:3-4)

Reader 3:
We pray that our Lord would use his Word today also to prepare our hearts to receive our Savior at Christmas.

All:
Holy Spirit, prepare our hearts. Open our eyes to the greatness of our sin. Open our souls to the greatness of our Father’s love for us in Christ. Open our lives to the joy of living as God’s redeemed people. This Christmas, turn aside all distractions so that we see with clear and faith-filled vision the gift of salvation that you have so lovingly prepared for us in Jesus. Amen.


Reader 3:
We join together in singing stanzas 1, 3, and 5 of hymn 9, “Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes.”

All sing:   Jesus, your church with longing eyes
                   For your expected coming waits.
                   When will the promised light arise
                   And glory beam from heaven’s gates?

                   Come, gracious Lord, our hearts renew,
Our sins forgive, our foes suppress,
Our rooted enmity subdue,
And crown your gospel with success.



Teach us in watchfulness and prayer
To wait for your appointed hour,
And fit us by your grace to share
The triumphs of your conqu’ring pow’r.
The Advent Gift — Presented
The fourth advent candle is lit.

Reader 4:
Finally, no gift is complete until it is given. The gift God prepared, he also presented. The gift God promised, he also fulfilled. And he did so at just the right time.



When we travel for Christmas, we may open our presents on some day other than Christmas itself. But when we are home for Christmas, don’t we open our presents at just the right time? December Twenty-third would be too early — just ask the grown-ups. December Twenty-sixth would seem too late — just ask the kids. Jesus also was born at just the right time. Paul wrote to the Galatians, “When the time had fully come, God sent his Son” (4:4). 



God announced the arrival of his gift by sending angels to Joseph and to Mary with the news. With these words, the angel announced to Joseph the miracle of Jesus’ birth and explained that he would be the promised Savior:

All:
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 



All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” (Matthew 1:20-23)

Reader 4:
The angel Gabriel had already appeared to Mary. In the message that Gabriel spoke to her, God’s advent gift to us is unwrapped for us completely. We see that the promised Savior is God’s own Son. Gabriel said,

All:
“Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”



“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 



The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:30-35)

Reader 4:
We pray that God would enable us once again this Christmas to unwrap and see for ourselves the gift he has given as we believe his Word spoken by angels.

All:
Triune God, we praise you for your work in Christ’s incarnation for our salvation. By your Word and Sacrament, renew our faith this Advent and Christmas so that we find our Savior born in Bethlehem and, trusting in him for full and free forgiveness, receive this precious gift to our eternal benefit. In your name we pray. Amen.


Reader 4:
We join together in singing hymn 2, “Savior of the Nations, Come.”


All sing:
Savior of the nations, come;
Virgin’s Son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.



Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God
Was the Word of God made flesh,
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.



Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child
Of the virgin undefiled,
Though by all the world disowned,
Yet to be in heav’n enthroned!


From the Father’s throne he came
And ascended to the same,
Captive leading death and hell—
High the song of triumph swell!



Praise to God the Father sing,
Praise to God the Son, our King,
Praise to God the Spirit be
Ever and eternally.
The Advent Gift — Enjoyed
The Christ candle is lit.

Reader 1:
Tonight we celebrate the arrival of our Savior on Christmas.


Reader 2:
We prepare our hearts not only to receive, but also to enjoy the gift our God has given.

Reader 3:
Christ, our Lord, has become our Brother. Christ, our Judge, has become our Savior.


Reader 4:
Therefore we look forward to Christ’s coming, and join our hearts and voices to pray:

All:
Eternal Father, direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of Lords. Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day, and fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. Amen.


All sing:
Oh, come, Oh, come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel!

                   Oh, come, O Root of Jesse, free 
                   Your own from Satan’s tyranny;
                   From depths of hell your people save, 
                   And bring them vict’ry o’er the grave.
                   Rejoice, Rejoice! Emmanuel 
                   Shall come to you, O Israel!

                   Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high, 
                   And cheer us by your drawing nigh;
                   Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
                   And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
                   Rejoice, Rejoice! Emmanuel 
                   Shall come to you, O Israel!
                  Oh, come, O Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home.
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice, Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel!
The Advent Gift 










