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Christ's Love, Our Calling.






Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.

This service was written by Naomi Schmidt. It has been reviewed by Linda Buxa, a member of the WELS Women’s Ministry Executive Committee.
Please note: There may be copyright issues regarding the public use of some songs and hymns. 
Please make sure to obtain permission to use music that is not in the public domain.



“I Bring You Good News of Great Joy that will be for All People” Luke 2:10

Punch Reception and Fellowship 

Welcome and Introduction

Opening Litany with Silent Night (music continues during responsive reading)

Ladies sing:

Silent night, Holy night, all is calm, all is bright

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child,

Holy Infant so tender and mild

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace

Leader: Lord, as we gather in the quietness of this night, remind us of the holiness of your birth.

Ladies: Send your Holy Spirit to calm our hurried hearts and draw us to the manger.

Leader: Open our eyes to see your Son, the perfect gift of God, who has come to bring us eternal life.

Ladies: Overwhelm us with the peace and tranquility that come from knowing our Savior has been born.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight

Glories stream from heaven afar,

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!

Christ, the Savior is born, Christ, the Savior is born

Leader: Lord God, as we imagine the glory of the angels filling the sky, open our humbled our hearts to receive their message.

Ladies: Help us put aside the thoughts that distract us from you and give us the opportunity to focus on your glory.

Leader: As the angels announce the good news of great joy for all people, touch our hearts with their glorious message.

Ladies: Christ the Savior is born! Our Lord, our Savior has come to earth. God has fulfilled His promise!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face

With the dawn of redeeming grace

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth

Leader: Jesus, you are the pure light from heaven.

Ladies: You are God’s Son, our Savior.

Leader: It is your grace that calls us together this evening.

Ladies: It is your love that binds our hearts in faith.

Leader: Lord, be with us this evening to strengthen our faith and encourage our hearts through your Word. Bless our music, meditations and fellowship to your glory. We ask this in the name of Jesus,

Ladies: Amen.

Responsive Scripture Reading Luke 2:1-20

Leader: In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register.
Ladies: So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.
Leader: While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
Ladies: And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
Leader: But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
Ladies: This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,  "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."

Leader: When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."
Ladies: So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
Leader: But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.
Ladies: The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing (61)
Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled"
Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

Christ by highest heav'n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"


Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings
Ris'n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"
Good News

Narrator: You’ll be getting lots of news this holiday season. Younkers would like you to know that you get a free gift with your Clinique purchase of over $75 between the hours of 6-8am next Saturday. Cabella’s has news that your husband’s favorite fishing reel is 20% off and you can get an additional discount if you qualify for their credit card! Toys R Us has pages of colorful news letting you know that you can spend an endless amount of money purchasing toys to entertain and even educate your children and grandchildren. Then there’s news that’s coming to you via email. Ads, specials and offers that are exclusively yours because you unwittingly gave out your email address. Just click to download the pictures and they’ll entice you with pizzazz. 
But news will also be coming as you receive cards and letters from loved ones this holiday season. Good news about families that you love, who have children growing as fast as your own. Good news that people are thinking about you, and care about you. Good news that we are blessed to have another year to spend with those who are near and dear to us. 

But there is more good news, better good news. News that doesn’t make you shop at the right store at a certain time, good news that doesn’t cost you your rollover minutes. Good news that won’t get caught in your spam filter, or end up in your recycling bin. Good news from a friend that doesn’t make you feel like His kids are better than yours. Good news from a family member that always loves you perfectly. All you have to do to get this good news is listen. Simply listen to God’s Word. Listen to the sweet song of the Gospel. What you’ll hear is a host of angels announcing that there is good news of great joy, which shall be for all people. Good news that in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you, He is Christ the Lord.
One woman monologue
Woman sitting in a chair, surrounded by large shopping bags and newspaper ads (optional gifts in the bags to be drawn out during the conversation). There is a small table with a phone and Christmas card letter. She picks up the phone…
Oh, Kate! I just had to call to tell you about the great deals I got today! My goodness, I spent hours going through all the Black Friday sales and figured just out where I needed to be; what store to be at first; where to go next—I laid out all the store hours and locations and I did it! There were SO many flyers and ads to go through! I got a digital camera for 75% off and then got the last Elmo doll for Travis! I found a beautiful necklace for my mother-in-law that was the deal of a lifetime. Don’t you just LOVE a good deal? Then I found an adorable scarf for Amanda—she is so hard to buy for—she has everything. But I found the perfect gift for her at the perfect price. Honestly, I am just so excited for all the great deals I got! I just had to call and tell you! 
(Reaches for the letter on the table)

Oh, hey, did you get the Christmas letter from Aunt Carol? It sounds like they are doing great. Yes, the picture was adorable, her family is so cute. It was nice to catch up on all the family news from them, her letter was so encouraging – she has such strong faith. I love the Scripture passage at the bottom, “Behold I bring you good news of great joy which shall be for all people.” You know, for all the good news about my deals today, they kind of pale in comparison when you consider the birth of Jesus. Funny how I was so excited about my bargains, but as I think about how Christ came to bring us eternal life the focus sure shifts! Where would we be without a Savior? The peace of forgiveness and always having Jesus with us…It is a season of good news—good news about our Savior! Well, I gotta go—I have to start wrapping gifts! I’m really glad we had a chance to talk. Thanks for helping me to remember the reason for the season! I’m really looking forward to spending time with you this Christmas! Talk to you soon! I love you! Bye!

Woman hangs up phone.

Narrator: Great bargains are exciting and good news from beloved family and friends can be a delight. But as good as the sales are this week, next week Kohl’s will announce the biggest sale of the season. As perfect as the perfect gift is, it will likely be lost, broken or worn out soon; and nothing can compare to the perfect gift of a Savior. As much as you sacrifice to make this the perfect holiday for your family, it will pale in comparison to the sacrifice that was given to us on the first Christmas. And as much as you find on Black Friday, it could never compare to what you received on Good Friday. Because the good news, the really good news is that Jesus was born at Christmas to be your Savior from sin. Every time you’ve failed as a woman, the blood of Christ has washed you clean. Every time you get stressed and crabby, the righteous life of Christ steps in and says, “I’ve lived a perfect life on your behalf.” Every time that you’ve had a sinful thought, or unkind word, God holds out free grace and forgiveness, purchased for you by the life and death of our Savior, Jesus. That is the good news that this season holds. Grace, forgiveness, love, and eternal life are all yours because of Christ. That good news is the best and most important news you will hear this season or next season! Let the good news of the Gospel be the greatest news that you think about this season, let it be the motive for your actions and the light that shines from your life. Let that good news be the source and strength of all you do this Christmas season and may it be the quiet thought that stills your heart at the end of the busy days ahead. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your birth is the good news that the angels proclaimed on that first Christmas night and we pray that amidst all the news of this season we would be able to focus on that message of truth and grace. May the news of your birth be the message that dwells in our hearts and fills us with joy. May the news of your birth remind us of the grace that comes to us from heaven. May the news of your birth fill us with hope, strength and encouragement to serve our families and your kingdom that we may proclaim with the angels the good news of great joy, which shall be for all people. 
Women’s Choir Anthem: “Good News” by Becki Slagle Mayo
http://www.lorenz.com/med/pages/10_3200L.pdf
Hymn: On Christmas Night All Christians Sing  (52 v.1)
Great Joy

Narrator: There will be joys this Christmas season. Joy in children whose eyes light up and sparkle at presents under the tree, lovingly marked with their name. Joy in giving that special gift, knowing that you will delight a loved one and warm their heart with your thoughtfulness. There will be joy in family traditions that have been carried on for generations, and joy in new traditions that your children will treasure in the years to come. There is joy in serving delicious and special foods that express your love for family members. There will be joy in gathering together with family and friends, joy in the memories of Christmases past that were celebrated with those who are now in heaven. There will be joy in this evening as we enjoy the blessing of fellowship. These joys are from the hand of our loving Father who loves to give us good gifts. 
But some may struggle to find joy this Christmas. For some, the joys of the season are tarnished with broken relationships, financial struggles and loneliness. The joys that surround our earthly celebrations of Christmas can be stained with the sin of the world and our own sinful flesh. The joy of the season may seem elusive or shallow, perhaps just a framed image on the wall with the name “Norman Rockwell” scribbled in the corner.

But to all these people the angels have made an announcement: there is good news of great joy! Great Joy! Joy greater than sparkling lights and gifts. Joy greater than the traditions we cherish. Joy greater than the love of family! Joy so great that we cannot even imagine it! Joy greater than this world could ever offer because God Himself has come to dwell with us! The Savior has come to redeem us from our sin. This joy can overcome the heartaches and frustrations that loom amidst this joyful season. The joy of the Savior can overcome the loneliness of dark days by promising eternal life with the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The joy of the Savior frees us from the burden of guilt and sin. This joy is yours±it is yours in Christ. Great joy has been brought to you this season in the good news of the Savior.

Tonight, we have found joy as we’ve taken some quiet time away to reflect on the reason for this season that can be so taxing of our time and energy. And what sweet joy it is—what great joy to meditate on the gift of our Savior. What joy to share that message with our friends and family and those we love—what a joy to see it in the lives of others! It won’t be a fleeting joy, or a shallow, half hearted joy—the message of Christ is pure joy—great joy. 

Mother/Daughter Dialogue
Mother and daughter are standing over a dishpan of water, with a pile of dirty dishes. One washes while the other dries the dishes (perhaps a music stand could hold the script in front of them).
D: (whining) Why do we have to do these dishes now? We really need to get shopping! Did you see those adorable sweaters at Kohl’s? If we don’t get there early they’ll be picked over and I have to get the perfect one for my Christmas outfit!

M: What about the sweater we got you last year? We bought it and you never wore it because you ended up borrowing Kelsey’s. Can’t you just wear that? It has been in your drawer since last year. Why can’t you wear that?

D: Mom. Seriously. No. Besides, I have lots of other shopping to do. I need to get some presents for my friends and I need something for Dad, and you…

M: Well, which stores to you need to go to so we know exactly where we are going when we leave?

D: Ok. Kohl’s, obviously. Maybe Cabella’s for dad. We could just go to Target and look around for the people who I really don’t know what to get.

M: Ok, good. Is that it then? Kohl’s, Cabella’s, and Target?

D: Oh! Do you think we could go to the Christian Bookstore? 

M: Of course!

D: Good. I wanted to buy this devotion book for my friend from school. Remember that one you bought me for my birthday? I really liked it. It helped me understand and relax about stuff a little better. She has a lot going on in her life right now and I really think it would help her out too. 

M: That’s a great idea! I’m really glad you liked it! What did you like about it? 
D: It really showed me that I shouldn’t care so much what other people think. I mean, there’s this one verse about not letting people look down on me because I am young. Then another verse that said, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world.” I really liked that one. It just made the bible make a lot more sense in my life. You know what I mean? It made me worry less about what people at school think of me and more about the fact that God loves me, created me just the way I am, and has a plan for my life. I just really think it would help her.

M: Can I just say what joy it brings me to hear you talk about your faith? 
D: Mom! Can we just hurry up and finish the dishes quick so we can go shopping! Please!
Narrator: Don’t let the lists of things to do to prepare your family’s Christmas take precedence over seeing and sharing the true reason for joy this season with your family! Don’t let the busyness of this holiday season rob you of the joy that is yours in Christ, joy that comes through faith! Don’t let sin burden you with guilt when the Savior has already died to free you from it all. There is joy, great joy in the Gospel message—a joy that can radiate amidst hardship and struggles, a joy that comes from being at peace with God. It isn’t simply happiness or a good feeling. You don’t have to try harder to receive the joy that comes from the message of the Gospel. Joy doesn’t come from getting more done or pretending to have a perfect family. It comes from listening to the message of the angels, the message of great joy, “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today, in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10,11)

Give yourself freely to share the joy of this season. Use the time and energy you have wisely as you invest yourself in special family memories and traditions. Labor with love in the kitchen, at church and wherever God opens a door for you, because these are ways that we serve our Lord and share our faith. Enjoy your family and friends and the special time you have with them, but let your greatest joy, your purest joy be the message of Christ. 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, you have given us such great joy in the message of the Gospel. We pray that you would strengthen our faith through your Word that we may cling to the angel’s message and live in the joy that you give us in Christ. Bless us with joys this Christmas season, bless our families and loved ones. Be with those who are hurting and lonely and comfort them with your amazing love. But above all Lord, we ask that deep in our hearts you would fill us with Your joy; not an emotional whirlwind, but the joy that comes from having our sins forgiven and being at peace with you. Let the joy that fills our hearts be the great news that our Savior Jesus has come and completed all that is needed for our salvation. 
Women’s Choir Anthem: “Great Joy” by David Haas
www.giamusic.com/searchPDFS/G5210.pdf
Hymn: Joy to the World (62)
Joy to the World , the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the World, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

All the People

Narrator: There are a lot of people that will cross our path before the New Year begins. I’m sure there will be plenty of shoppers at the malls, perhaps a few delivery people for your online purchases, and co-workers or associates that offer holiday greetings. Some of those people we will hardly know, but take note, because God may have them cross your path for a reason. Maybe you’ll just have a moment to offer a smile or kind word, but see those opportunities at gifts from God to share His love and kindness with others.

But there will also be sales clerks that ring up your purchase wrong, or inform you that you’ll only get a store credit even though you have a receipt. There will be people in the parking lot who will take the spot you wanted, or let their shopping cart scratch your car. People you don’t know—or care to know. But they are people for whom Jesus died. Even though it may be a little harder, we need to remember that God may chose to use you in one of those situations as well. 
There are also people we worship with during Advent and Christmas. Perhaps you won’t know all of them either, but there is one thing you can be sure of—they are sinners just like you who need a Savior. Don’t see them just as the masses of people who go to church with you. See them as brothers and sisters in Christ! Some of them are hurting or lonely. Some of them are struggling with their faith or beginning to drift away. You can offer them encouragement in their faith with your words of support and kindness. Yes, there is good news of great joy to be shared within the church walls too!

All these people are “all the people” the angel talked about. All these people need to hear the good news of great joy, that a Savior has been born—a Savior for all people. Just like the shepherds on that first glorious night, you too, have heard the song and message of the angels. Who can you share the message with?
(At the checkout desk. Woman sets her clothes down on the counter and recognizes the cashier.)

W: Brenda! Hi! (bubbly)

C: Oh, hi Vivian.

W: I haven’t seen you in a while! How have you been?

C: Oh, you know. Alright. How are things with you?

W: Really great! The holidays are keeping me pretty busy, but it’s good! There’s a lot to do for church with all the extra services and music! We could really use you back as an alto in the choir for our Christmas services!

C: Yeah… (awkward pause)

W: So… how are things with your family? Any big get-togethers for Christmas?

C: Well, we were all going to meet at my sister’s house this year, but Paul is still in the hospital and we’re not sure how he’ll be at Christmas, so who knows.

W: Oh Vivian, I will definitely keep your family in my prayers.

C: Thanks, that really means a lot. 

W: Of course. 

C: Your total is $145.67. 

W: Ok (hands Cashier credit card). You know, I really hope you’re able to find comfort in the message of the Christmas season, amidst all the stress and pressures that you’re under. Jesus came to bring us forgiveness and peace—to bring us His love! God loves Paul and has a plan for him, and we really will pray for him and your family to have comfort and hope, whatever that plan is. 

C: Thanks.

W: I’m really glad I bumped into you today. 

C: Me, too. 

W: Well, thanks and I hope to see you soon!

C: Yeah. Choir practice is still Wednesday nights at 7, right? 

W: Yes! I really hope I’ll see you there!

C: You just might…

W: Great! Bye!

Narrator: Sometimes it just takes a word of kindness to warm a heart. Sometimes a smile will open a door. It is amazing what God can do through us—in spite of us! Remember the message of the angels—remember it for your own heart but then remember it is also for those around you. The Gospel is for all people.

Treasure your Christian family and friendships. As you share your faith with one another in songs of praise at worship, as you pray with your families in the privacy of your home, thank God that His Gospel has spread throughout generations and to the ends of the earth. Praise God as you see and remember all the people that have heard and received His precious truth. But let’s also remember the privilege we have of sharing the joyful message of the gospel with others. 
And where there are those who don’t share your faith, pray for opportunity to talk about the forgiveness that is the free gift of God. We are now the ones with the angelic message, “The good news of great joy “ and we know it is for all people.

Thank God that the angel’s message of good news and great joy didn’t stop with the shepherds on that quiet night in Bethlehem. Scripture says, “They spread the word.” They spread the news about the Messiah because it was for all the people. Thank God that His grace and free salvation are for all people. Watch for those opportunities that the Lord may put in your path to share His love with a word of kindness, an invitation to worship or a simple word of encouragement while you’re in the checkout line. 

Prayer: Lord as we begin this Advent season we pray you would help us focus on the good news of great joy. We need to hear the truth of your Word with its beautiful gospel message of hope and we thank you that your message has come to us. Remind us that the message proclaimed by the angels is for all people. As the humble shepherds shared the message of the Christ child, use us to spread the Word to those who are hurting and lonely. Use us to encourage those within the family of Christ and witness to those who are not. With your love in our hearts, open our mouths to speak of your grace and forgiveness with all the people in our lives, to your glory. Amen

Hymn: Go Tell It On the Mountain (57)
Dessert and Fellowship

Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High (63)
Angels we have on heard high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo 

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing
Come adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord the newborn King 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo 


Closing Devotion 

We have had the opportunity to gather together for a beautiful and quiet evening. We have enjoyed the company of our sisters in Christ and wonderful food that we probably didn’t need. But most of all we have had time to think about what’s coming. Knowing we will be busy in the weeks ahead, it has been a blessing to sit at the feet of our Savior and listen to Him. What a joy it has been to hear the message of the angels—the good news—of great joy—for all people. As our evening comes to a close and we head home, the Lord will go with us. The good news of His birth will bring purpose to our Christmas celebrations. Great joy will dwell in our hearts as God dwells within us. The people around us will be seen through the eyes of Christ as souls for whom our Savior died. May that truth of Christmas carry us throughout the Christmas season and through the New Year ahead. 

As we sing our closing anthem and light our candles, think about the light of faith that God has put in your heart. That is good news isn’t it? And the light of faith in your heart brings unspeakable joy. As the radiance of the light fills the room, think of all the people in darkness that need His light. See how God’s plan works—that we share the light that brightens the world. It will cross generations, personalities and life experiences but the light of faith is the same. At the close of the song there will be a prayer, after which you may extinguish your candle and linger in the ambiance of the evening.
Lighting of the candles during the anthem

Go Light Your World by Chris Rice
www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/pdfviewer.jsp?prodnum=10048205&pf=C_10048205
Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, we praise you for the light of faith that you have put in our hearts. We pray that you would keep our faith strong and bright in the dark world around us. Help our light to be an encouragement to those around us that we could share with them the good news of great joy that is for all people. Keep these thoughts on our hearts in the weeks ahead. You are our Lord and Savior, and we love you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Please extinguish your candle after the prayer.

Good News of Great Joy for All People











