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Christ's Love, Our Calling.






Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.

This service was written by Jackie Pudlo, 
a member at Grace Lutheran Church, Seward, NE.

It was approved by Naomi Schmidt, a member of the 
WELS Women’s Ministry Executive Team and received a theological review from Professor-emeritus Joel Gerlach.
This service does not include any participation by the audience/congregation other than the musical selections.  It also includes a male reader.

 

Welcome


Our theme passage for tonight speaks of the hope we have in the LORD.  From Micah 7:7:  “But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me.”  The program this year focuses on Waiting for the Lord. Advent means “coming,” so we, who live in New Testament times, are waiting for Jesus’ second coming. Waiting is a concept that has become foreign to us in the 21st Century. We have so many conveniences that nearly eliminate the need to wait, such as: fast food, the world wide web with millions of pages of information ready at our fingertips, cell phones and email so we no longer have to wait to get home before getting our messages, or wait for the postal service to deliver information, eight minute abs so we can get into our little black dresses more quickly, ATMs, direct deposits, self-serve lines in the supermarket where we can check out our items, and so many more things. In this day and age, waiting has become all but obsolete. Today we’re going to hear from some women who really knew what it meant to wait. These women lived in a time with no Internet, no cell phones, no ATMs, even without our modern day grocery stores. They had no choice but to wait for things, which we consider every day conveniences. There’s something else that’s special about these women… they were also waiting on some very special promises from the Lord himself. They will share with us some lessons they learned as they waited on the Lord, such as patience, trust, and persistence in prayer. As we listen to the wisdom they will share with us from their incredible experiences, let us remember the truly blessed and unique reason we are waiting.  Before we continue, let us pray together.
Prayer

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head.  Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.  You sent your Son to redeem us from sin.  Let this good news be our joy and strength.  Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing.  In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism.  Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of Lords.  Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.  Come quickly, Lord Jesus, come!  Amen. 

Please note that these letters were not actually written by these women, but rather are a modern-day assessment of what may have been their thoughts, based solely on Biblical references.

 

Hymn
“My Soul in Stillness Waits” (CWS 703)
Reader for Eve
Leader (Eve): Dear Daughters,


My life was long, I experienced and learned many things for the first time, and there are many lessons I would like to share with you…


At first, my life was perfect. I had the perfect husband, (he wrote a poem about me!) the perfect marriage, the perfect relationship with my Father.  We had all the food we could eat, my home was always neat, and the Garden had so many sweet treats to eat. We didn’t have a mortgage, a phone or credit card bill, and we never needed a repairman. Life was truly perfect.

Male Reader: Genesis 1:31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  Genesis 2:23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman’ for she was taken out of man.”

Eve: But then, everything changed. I made a mistake; we disobeyed our Father, forever damaging our own relationship, and the one between our Father and us. We lost everything. Our home, that beautiful Garden, the easy life; it was all gone. We also knew that the consequence of our actions was death. 

Male Reader: Genesis 3:6-7 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men because all sinned.

Eve: But my Father was gracious. He saw us still with love in his heart, and had compassion on us. So he promised us redemption.

Male Reader: Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” Romans 5:19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.

Eve: After that, he kept his promise for us to feel the consequences of our actions. Our work became much harder.  We had our share of daily aches and pains and our relationship became more difficult. 

Male Reader: Genesis 3:16-19, 23 To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” …So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.

Eve: But again, my Father was gracious and gave us the gift of a child. At first, I thought this might have been the offspring who would redeem us.

Male Reader: Genesis 4:1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain.

Eve: My Father saw fit to bless us with more children, too.

Male Reader: Genesis 4:2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.

Eve: Those first few years were tough. I didn’t have much time to myself or alone with my husband. We didn’t have anybody who could baby-sit if we wanted to do something together. I didn’t have a mother or sisters who had advice for me on how to raise my kids. I didn’t have the end of summer vacation to look forward to, since there was no school for our kids to attend. Being a first time mom was really tough. I was thankful my Father was with us, and that I had his promise to look forward to… but as the years went by, and it didn’t seem that any of our kids were the offspring my Father had promised, I had bouts with impatience, and I admit, I had doubts. 


I really didn’t know what to do then, when my first-born son, the one I thought might have been that child of promise, went and killed his brother, my other son. I’d never felt pain like that before, losing my child.

Male Reader: Genesis 4:8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Eve: I knew my own choices had brought about this atrocity, this thing called death. I felt this horrible emptiness in my heart, the loss of not one, but two sons, as my first-born had turned away from my Father. I knew where we had gone astray, but I still felt the sting, the knowledge that in one moment my son left home to go to the fields, with a casual “Goodbye, Mom,” and a kiss, and in the next moment the realization that I would never hear his sweet voice again; never kiss his tanned cheek again. This guilt, pain and sorrow were not what my Father intended for us. He was full of grace, however, and again blessed us with a son.

Male Reader: Genesis 4:25 Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, “God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.”

Eve: This was not the offspring who would redeem us, either. My Father wanted to teach us many lessons, though perhaps this was the hardest. I had a really long life, many children, but in his grace and wisdom, my Father made me wait for this promise. I never lost hope, though; I knew that he would keep this one as he’d kept the others. His messages to me I passed down to my daughters; be patient, wait for him. He is with you.


In this season of looking forward to the coming of the Lord, I hope that you can learn from the example I have left you. No one knows you better than the Lord, and no one knows your struggles more. He knows that sometimes you toil in your marriage. Sometimes you just don’t know what to do with your kids. Sometimes you wish he was there speaking more clearly to you. The rough patch you’re going through you feel has little precedent in his Word. You feel hurt that few understand, frustration recurs, your life has become so busy and crowded that you feel there is just not enough time to devote to things you want to, or feel you should. My daughter, I feel your pain, I walked your steps, and the Lord was with me. 

The Lord allowed me many struggles. I had pain in childbirth. I had to watch as my first son, Cain, rejected my Father, God, in anger and killed his brother, my son, Abel. I felt the pain and loss when Abel was killed. I had to work on my marriage with Adam. I only had God to come to, and he sustained me as he sustains you. He never left me as he never leaves you. He gave me guidance and the Promise of his Son as my Savior as he also does for you. So do not despair, my daughter. Although he comes to you differently than he did with me, he is still right there with you. He has given you his Word and his Son.  He is with you always to the very end of the age. He allows you to wait, as he allowed me to wait, and in doing so taught me, and is teaching you to be patient. He promises you as he promised me that he will never leave you.

Male Reader: Psalm 27:14 Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. Hebrews 13:5b God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”













Eve

Reader for Sarah

Leader (Sarah): Dear sisters,


My story this evening is one of patience and trust; patience on the Lord’s part as my faith faltered, and learning patience as he taught me to trust him. My story really started when most women would be concluding theirs. My life was pretty normal, except that I had no children. Then, when I was about 65, the Lord decided to send my husband and me to a distant country.

Male Reader: Genesis 12:4-5 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.

Sarah: We had some bumps along the way, but eventually we settled down, and the Lord continued to bless us. He even promised my husband that he would give us an heir, not only that, but that Abram’s descendents would be as numerous as the stars in the sky!

Male Reader: Genesis 15:2-5 But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.” He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars – if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

Sarah: That wasn’t the first time God had promised descendants, but I was already old, and figured that maybe God didn’t mean for me to produce an heir for my husband. So I thought maybe I’d help the plan along. I decided to give my maidservant to my husband so she could produce for him an heir.

Male Reader: Genesis 16:3-4a So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.

Sarah: My impatience and failure to trust the Lord’s promises caused definite problems between my maidservant and me. But the Lord, even then, continued to teach me patience by letting me wait thirteen more years before he would repeat his promise. 

Male Reader: Genesis 17:1,2,15,16 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”

Sarah: The Lord was much more specific this time, and included another, more important promise!

Male Reader: Genesis 17:19,21 Then God said, “Yes…  your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him… My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next year.” 

Sarah: The Lord in his wisdom came to visit soon after he made that beautiful promise. Sadly, I did not recognize him for who he was, so when he told my husband that I’d have my own child within a year, I laughed.

Male Reader: Genesis 18:10-12 Then the LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?”

Sarah: Much to my shame, when caught in my unbelief, I tried to cover with a lie.

Male Reader: Genesis 18:13-15 Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son.” Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

Sarah: Despite my unbelief, impatience and weak faith, my compassionate Lord was forgiving and patient. Exactly as he’d promised, one year later I was blessed to hold that precious little baby in my arms.

Male Reader: Genesis 21:1-3 Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. 
Sarah: My sisters, I hope you have been able to learn much from my example. The Lord, in his wisdom, taught me patience and trust. He took me away from my family, from the only home I knew. He continued to bless Abraham and me even as we failed to trust him. He heard me pray for many years for the blessing of a child. He heard me weep as I learned my servant had conceived. He felt my anguish as my husband named his son. He made many promises of his Son, which I never had a chance to see fulfilled. He allowed me to feel the consequences of my failing trust, but he took my mistakes and turned them into good. I faced many trials, my faith failed at times, but he was there every moment, sustaining me, teaching me, loving me.

            As you go through the rush and anxiety of this season, I hope you can learn from my mistakes and remember many things. He is there with you in everything. His answers to your prayers may be delayed. He may lead you in a direction you have not anticipated, one that you fear. He allows you to feel pain, but he continues to be with you. He knows you falter in your faith. He knows every moment you do not trust him. As he never left me, he never leaves you. He is teaching you patience, as he taught me. He wants you to trust him in everything. He kept every promise he made to Abraham and me. He keeps his promises to you. Though he does not come to you as he did to us, he is there. He has given you his Word, his promises, his Son. He promises he will never leave or forsake you. He is with you my sisters, every moment; sustaining, teaching, and loving you.

Male Reader: Psalm 9:10 Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you. Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.












Sarah

Duet

“One Small Child”
  

Reader for Hannah

Leader (Hannah): My Dear Sisters,


I, too, have a story of waiting on the Lord, and learning that he truly hears prayers. It is truly in his time and with his unseen wisdom that he gives all good gifts and answers our every prayer.


The Lord, in his wisdom, sent me a husband who loved me very much. Unfortunately, he had another wife whom he also loved. This woman seemed to be more blessed than I because, to her joy, and my shame, the Lord gave to her many sons and daughters while I remained without children.

Male Reader: 1 Samuel 1:1a & 2 There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham ... He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none.

Hannah: Oh, how my heart ached for a child, for that wonderful feeling, that singularly spectacular event that would teach me of a love I’d never known! With every year that passed, each time that woman gave my husband another child; my soul ached more and more. Oh, my husband still loved me; in fact, he favored me in spite of my shame. But that woman took joy in my pain, teasing me, insulting me, and gloating about her own fertility, frequently distressing me so much that I could respond in no other way but to cry.

Male Reader: 1 Samuel 1:5-7 But to Hannah he [her husband] gave a double portion because he loved her, and the LORD had closed her womb. And because the LORD had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her. This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat.

Hannah: Every year, I prayed. I doubted the Lord, wondered whether he had forgotten me or I’d done something wrong and this was my punishment to spend my life without children, constantly mistreated, counted as worthless by my husband’s other wife, forever shamed as a barren woman. I prayed to the Lord so hard, wondering if he’d even heard me. Then, on one trip to the Lord’s house, I was so distressed from the constant provocation and irritation, the anguish just poured from my soul, a dam overwhelmed by floods. I begged the Lord to have mercy, to remember me, not to make me wait any longer. I begged; bargained with him, promising that if he would finally remember me after all this time and send me a child, I would return that child to my Lord.

Male Reader: 1 Samuel 1:10-11 In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the Lord. And she made a vow, saying, “O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”

Hannah: I prayed with such pain in my heart and on my lips that the nearby priest mistook me for a drunk. I had to catch my breath to correct him.

Male Reader: 1 Samuel 1:12-16 As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk and said to her, “How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your wine.” “Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD. Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.”

Hannah: That priest kindly heard my painful plea and responded with a message that left me feeling uplifted and encouraged. Finally, after so long, so much hurt, so much waiting and putting up with that woman’s pitiless insults, the Lord, in his grace, wisdom, and all-knowing timing, blessed me with a precious little baby boy.

Male Reader: 1 Samuel 1:17-18 & 20 Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him.” She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast…So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the LORD for him.”

Hannah: The first time that precious baby grabbed my finger, my heart filled with incredible joy and love, such that I’d never known or experienced, or thought that I would ever know. As I’d promised the Lord, I brought my son to the Lord’s house and gave Samuel back to him.

Male Reader: 1 Samuel 1:24-28 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. When they had slaughtered the bull they brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “As surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD.” And he worshipped the LORD there.

Hannah: My joy in the Lord’s grace was uncontrollable as I prayed to him, thanking him for remembering me. He gave me strength when I was so weak, delivered me from my disgrace. he even continued to bless me and gave me five more children.

Male Reader: 1 Samuel 2:1-2, 21 Then Hannah prayed and said: “My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn is lifted high. My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your deliverance. There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God….” And the LORD was gracious to Hannah; she conceived and gave birth to three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the LORD. 

Hannah: My dear sisters, it is my hope that in my story you will also find strength and encouragement. The Lord taught me patience as year after year he gave that woman more children. He taught me to call on his name and find strength in him during times of pressure and frustration. He showed me such love and grace in blessing me further. It is my hope that in this season of rush, anxiety, busyness and frustration you remember to take your time with the Lord and call on his name. He will strengthen and bless you; he hears your every breath. He knows your every ache, he is here to wipe your tears, to take your burdens and fears and simply be your strength.

Male Reader: Psalm 105:4 Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always.  Romans 8:26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.












Hannah

Reader for Elizabeth

Elizabeth: Dear Sisters in our wonderful Lord,


The story I wish to share with you tonight may seem familiar to you. I was blessed with many lessons in life, but tonight I refer to the Lord’s wisdom in teaching me to wait for his timing. My entire life was spent in service to the Lord. I came from a long line of priests, and even married one.

Male Reader: Luke 1:5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.

Elizabeth: It seemed that much more shameful, then, to be as old as we were, but like two women you’ve already heard from, we also had no children.

Male Reader: Luke 1:6-7 Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.

Elizabeth: Throughout our lives, we’d been dedicated servants to the Lord, but it seemed that our continued prayer for children was answered with a definitive “No.”  Until one day when my husband went to serve in the House of the Lord, and came back with a story he couldn’t tell me! He had been informed by an angel that after all these years of praying, and finally giving up hope, our prayers were going to be answered! The Lord saw fit to send us a child in our old age!

Male Reader: Luke 1:13-15a, 17 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife, Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous – to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

Elizabeth: After my husband finally got the angel’s message across to me, and I realized what was going to happen, so many things went through my mind… I was shocked at first, and thankful, of course, but I wondered, why now? Why, when I was so old that I would have a harder time keeping up with my child, when all my friends had grown children, why now? But things became clear when my young cousin came to visit me near the end of my pregnancy. 

Male Reader: Luke 1:39-40 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.

Elizabeth: As soon as I heard my cousin, the baby leapt within me! I knew that my own cousin would be the mother of the One promised so long ago, the Savior promised to us! And this Savior, was here, as an unborn child like my own, right in front of me! 

Male Reader: Luke 1:41-45 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!”

Elizabeth: I understood, then, why God had us wait so long for a child. My child was to be the one who told people about the Savior! God chose my cousin, in his perfectly designed plan, to be the mother of the Savior. In the same way, he chose me, in his perfectly designed plan, to be the mother of the boy who would announce the Savior! It was so worth the wait to see the Lord’s perfectly laid plans in this way. 

Male Reader: Luke 1:57-60 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.”

Elizabeth: Dear sisters, it is my hope that from my lesson, you might learn to trust the Lord’s timing. There were times of weakness, I admit, when I thought I had done something wrong. I wondered, like perhaps many of you do, why it seemed that many people who waste the blessings of the Lord, or waste their time in service to earthly things, seem to be more blessed. You may wonder why the Lord seems to hear the prayers of people who don’t listen to his Word or appreciate his promises, but seems to ignore you even when you are faithful. My sisters, my promises are hollow and I am sinful, but the Lord’s perfect promises and wisdom make no errors. During this time, while you look forward to the return of our precious Savior, don’t lose hope. Don’t forget his faithfulness. Know that he is God; he decided in his time to send me a child and in his time to send his Child. It was the perfect timing.

Male Reader: Psalm 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth. Deuteronomy 7:9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands. Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.












Elizabeth

Duet

“Breath of Heaven”
Reader for Mary

Mary: Dear sisters, 


It is with great humility and awe that I have the opportunity to tell you my story, one with which I am sure you are familiar. I hope that from my story you find great hope, as well seeing how God provides his grace at the proper time. 


I was engaged to be married, very young, and looking forward to becoming a wife, when I got the surprise of my life! An angel came to me with the most incredible blessing I ever could have possibly imagined.

Male Reader: Luke 1:28-33 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

Mary: I could barely believe what I was hearing! To be chosen by the God of my fathers to be the mother of the promised redemption was a blessing I never could have even imagined for myself. Not only that, but to become a mother without being yet married… that got me to think a bit…

Male Reader: Luke 1:34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

Mary: The angel responded in such a way that humbled and awed me, with words I knew I would carry with me for the rest of my life.

Male Reader: Luke 1:35-38 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

Mary: This was truly an amazing, miraculous gift. Yet even with this, there were other things I considered. What would my husband-to-be think about this? The Lord took care of that in his own way, as well. 

Male Reader: Matthew 1:19-25 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"—which means, "God with us." When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

Mary: My dear sisters, I am truly blessed to have been able to share my story with you. It is with awe and humility that I see the full impact of the grace of God sent down in my time. The Lord, in his wisdom, chose me for such a special opportunity, and while I didn’t always understand everything about the role he gave me, I am so thankful that he chose me in this way. I hope that from my story you can see hope in your own lives. You may have a hard time understanding the role in which God has placed you. Perhaps you question your ability to fulfill your duties or question why he has allowed your life to go in this direction. You may question why God has allowed you to remain single while everyone else around you is married, or why the Lord has put you in the job you have, or why you don’t have a job, or why it seems that everyone else’s life is working out just as they’d planned. But your plans are long-forgotten. My sisters, this can be a hard time of year for many reasons like this, but one thing I hope you can learn from my story is that God’s timing fits with his perfect will. He knows exactly what you need and he will provide for you in his time in a way that is specifically suited for you. His Son is truly the perfect example of this; he sent Jesus at just the perfect time and provided for me a husband who was understanding and supportive. He will also provide for you at just the right time.

Male Reader: Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Galatians 4:4-5 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.












Mary

Reader for Anna

Anna: Dear sisters,



I spent most of my life in the temple of the Lord, worshipping him, on my knees in prayer and humble service. I looked forward to the redemption of Israel, but didn’t know if I would ever see it. Overall, my life was pretty quiet. At times, it almost seemed as though God had forgotten me, except for how he so graciously provided for me.  I was widowed when I was young, only seven years after I was married. I never remarried, so the Lord found many creative ways of providing for me. I was blessed then, to spend the next several years in dedicated service to the Lord. Knowing the Lord’s promises, I prayed continually, looking forward to this redemption. After such a long time of waiting and praying, dedicating my life to the Lord, he remembered me.

Male Reader: Luke 2:36 & 37 There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 

Anna: It was just another day in the temple when I heard a man blessing a young woman’s little baby boy. I got a little closer and heard what this man was saying about the baby, and my heart filled with joy! The Lord had remembered me in such a unique and special way as to allow me to see this little miracle baby, and the Promise fulfilled! 

Male Reader: Luke 2:34, 35a, & 38 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed…” Coming up to them at the very moment, she [Anna] gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

Anna: Dear sisters, while my story is much shorter than those of many women from whom you’ve heard, there is still something I hope you may learn from it. My life may seem to have been lived in obscurity, but the Lord in his grace and wisdom remembered me, and used me to corroborate one of history’s most important promises. I spent so much time, so many years dedicating my life to God, praying, hoping that in my lifetime I might be blessed enough to get a glimpse of the redemption God had promised. As the years passed, it seemed to me less and less likely that I’d see this precious promise fulfilled, but God in his wisdom and love so undeserved, permitted me to see this miraculous baby. I couldn’t contain myself--I had to share this incredible news! In this time of anxiety and anticipation, as you wait and look forward to the time this Promise returns, don’t sit and wait quietly. Don’t let yourself get distracted by these earthly trifles. My sisters, be joyful and share your joy in this awesome anticipation, because it is so worth the wait!

Male Reader: Galatians 5:5 But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. Micah 7:7 But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me.













Anna

Hymn
“Peace Came to Earth” (CWS 707)
Conclusion

Dear friends, it is our hope that you have been encouraged and uplifted by the wisdom of these ladies, and ultimately by the Word of God. As we look forward to our Savior’s second coming, let us not get overwhelmed by the pressures of this world, the pressures of this season, but rather let us take a few notes from our Biblical sisters, and put into practice these lessons of patience, trust, and persistence in prayer.  Let us remember to watch in hope, wait patiently for the Lord, and pray confidently, knowing that he hears us. 
Music Notes

Breath of Heaven and One Small Child Vocal Duets for Christmas II by Lloyd Larsen, Hope Publishing Company. HP8429
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