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Christ's Love, Our Calling.






Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.

This service was written by Su Hanson 

and has been approved by Pastor Joel Gerlach,

a member of the Women’s Ministry Committee’s theological review team
Please note: There may be copyright issues regarding the public use of some songs and hymns. 
Please make sure to obtain permission to use music that is not in the public domain.



Prepare My Heart, Lord Jesus

Welcome

Welcome everyone. We are thankful you are able to be with us. We pray that you enjoy this special Advent time this afternoon as we gather together around God’s Word, light the traditional Advent candles and enjoy Christian fellowship. 

Introduction 

The word ADVENT means “coming.” The Advent Season is a time for remembering the first time Jesus came to earth, when He came as a baby born in a manger in Bethlehem, and a time of preparing, asking our Lord Jesus to prepare our hears to welcome His coming.

The Advent Season is also a reminder that Jesus will come again on the Last Day of this earth’s existence and take all Christians to heaven to live with him forever. Advent always includes the four Sundays prior to Christmas. Four candles represent those four Sundays. 

Traditionally, the Advent seasonal colors are purple or blue; purple, representing repentance and why Jesus came to earth or blue, representing the color of the sky and the fact Jesus will come from heaven to earth again on the Last Day.

There are several different themes with each candle that can be used. The candle themes used this afternoon are Prophecy, Bethlehem, Shepherds and Angel. We’ll add the Christ Candle, as well, this afternoon.

As I mentioned, Advent is a time to think about why Jesus was born. It’s a time to remember all the ways we have been unfaithful to our faithful God. It’s a time to think about all we’ve done wrong—all the sins Jesus came to forgive, which makes it a Perfect Time to celebrate and remember our baptism, that moment in time when we became God’s own child through water and His Word. We might call our time together this afternoon a Celebration of Preparation and Remembrance.

So, come, let your soul be warmed and your heart prepared for the Celebration of Christ’s Birth, and may the Lord bless this afternoon of preparation and remembrance with His comfort, love and grace.

The Choir will begin our afternoon with a beautiful song, calling to mind the Old Testament titles of our Savior and the longing of God’s people for the Savior to come, “My Soul in Stillness Waits.”

Choir

“My Soul in Stillness Waits” CWS #703

Invocation and Responsive Reading

Following along in your service folder, I invite you to please read the responses printed in bold type.

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Ladies: Amen.

Leader: Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus,

Ladies: Turn not from me aside,

Leader: And help me to receive you

Ladies: This blessed Adventide.

Leader: From stall and manger low,

Ladies: Come now to dwell within me;

Leader: I’ll sing your praises gladly

Ladies: And forth your glory show.

All: Amen.

Advent Prayer 

Lord God, we praise You that You comforted Your people with the promise of a Redeemer from sin, death and the power of the devil. We praise You that in the fullness of time You sent Your Son as the Redeemer. We praise You that You give promise that You will send Him to us again to judge the world in righteousness.

Open our hearts to receive our Redeemer as He comes to us in His Word the Holy Bible and in the Sacraments of the Lord’s Supper and Holy Baptism. Open our eyes in remembrance of our baptism and the heavenly peace established by God’s grace. 

Make Advent a blessing to us as we welcome our King in faith and love. We lift up our hearts to welcome Him anew. Fill us with gladness as he comes to us. Amen.

Now, after a short musical introduction, I invite you to sing “Arise, O Christian People.”

Opening Carol 

“Arise, O Christian People” CW #14 (verse 1)

Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today.

Prepare to greet the Savior, Who takes your sins away.

To us by grace alone The truth and light were given;

The promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown.

Prophecy Candle

Reader 1

The first candle, lit on the first Sunday in Advent, is often called the Prophecy Candle. There are many prophecies in God’s Word that describe details of events leading up to and including the Savior’s birth that were written hundreds, even thousands, of years before Jesus’ birth. Pondering these passages in Scripture can enrich our waiting and give us a sense of how long God’s people had to wait for the Messiah, the Holy Fulfillment of the prophecies.

Let’s take a look at a few of these prophecies and their fulfillments. I’ll read the “Prophecy” passages and then we will hear the “Fulfillment” passages.

The Prophecy 

Isaiah 7:14 – Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

The Fulfillment 

Luke 1:26-31,34-35 – In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus…”How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.

The Prophecy 

Isaiah 9:6-7 – For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

The Fulfillment

Luke 1:32-33 – He (Jesus) will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

The Prophecy 

Micah 5:2 – But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.

The Fulfillment 

Luke 2:4-7 – So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

The Prophecy

Jeremiah 23:5-6 – “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.

The Fulfillment

Romans 3:21-24 – But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Reader 2

Before we look at the last prophecy and fulfillment, I’d like to share with you a bit of background information.

John – John the Baptist, as he was later called – was only 6 months older than Jesus. Like Jesus’ birth and name were announced to Mary and Joseph by the angel Gabriel, so, too, was John’s birth and name announced to his father, Zechariah, by the same special messenger, the angel Gabriel. Gabriel foretold that John would “go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah…to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” How was John “to make ready a people prepared for the Lord?” Let’s now read this last Prophecy and Fulfillment.
The Prophecy

Malachi 3:1 – See I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.

Isaiah 40:3,5 – A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God…And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

The Fulfillment

Mark 1:1-4 – In the beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way – a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

How would the messenger “prepare the way for the Lord?” Through a “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins!”

(Light Prophecy Candle - while prayer below is read)

Lighting of the Prophecy Candle and Prayer

Let us bow our heads in prayer… 

Your prophets spoke of a day when You would send Your Son.

Bless us as we light the Prophecy Candle.

Through Your Word strengthen our faith as we prepare for the coming of our Savior.

Help us to reflect on the joy of our baptism and the forgiveness of sins as we wait for Your coming.

PREPARE MY HEART, LORD JESUS.

Amen.

Again, after a short musical introduction, we will sing “Behold, A Branch is Growing.” 

Carol

“Behold, a Branch is Growing” CW #47 (verse 2)

Isaiah had foretold it In words of promise sure,

And Mary’s arms enfold it, A virgin meek and pure.

Through God’s eternal will 

This child to her is given At midnight calm and still.

Bethlehem Candle

Reader 1

The second candle is lit, along with the first, on the second Sunday in Advent. The Bethlehem Candle represents the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, the birthplace of Baby Jesus. This is often a good time to reflect on our Christian walk or journey and how God guides and prepares the way for us as we travel through life on this earth to our ultimate home in heaven.

Joseph was walking to Bethlehem with Mary in an advanced state of pregnancy. He thought there would be time to find a place for her among relatives. “A fine idea that was,” said Martin Luther. “Her time came and he tried to find a room for her in the inn, and there was no room in the inn. Of course there was room in the inn, but nobody would give up a room. Shame on you, wretched Bethlehem!”

Had we been there would we have done any better? “Of course,” we respond. “We would have loved to take care of the Baby Jesus. We would have washed his diapers and warmed and fed him.” So we say. Perhaps we say that because we now know what he turned out to be, God’s Son, the Savior. But had we been there, would we have done any better? “If you think you would,” writes Martin Luther, “then why don’t you care for your neighbor, who is Christ in your midst.”

Inviting those alone on Christmas to your home on Christmas Day, giving a young mother some time to Christmas shop or have some much needed quiet time to herself by taking care of her children, helping in a local shelter with donations of blankets, clothing or food – these are ways we can care for our neighbor, who is Christ in our midst. However, the greatest way ever that we can care for our neighbor is to share with him the good news of the angel, “To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. He shall save his people from their sins.” For without knowing and believing this good news and without trusting in Him, Christmas has no real meaning.

Reader 2

Soon the sights and sounds and the good cheer of the holidays will become a distant memory. The ornaments will be boxed, the tree will be stripped bare and consigned to the rubbish heap. All reminds that another material Christmas is past. But for all who go with the shepherds to see and believe that a Savior has been born to go the way of the cross and the empty tomb for our sins, Christmas will remain shiny and bright forever. God grant you such a blessed Christmas as you always find room in the inn of your heart for the Savior and as you care for your neighbor. Remember your baptism; remember why Jesus came that first Christmas and REJOICE!

(Light Bethlehem Candle - while prayer below is read)

Lighting of the Bethlehem Candle and Prayer

Let us pray…

Our Savior was born in the “little town of Bethlehem,”

A small and insignificant place in the world at that time.

You can use the small as well as the large to fulfill Your plans.

Use me, Lord.

Make me a light shining in the darkness as I journey to heaven.

PREPARE MY HEART, LORD JESUS.

Amen.

Once again, a short introduction and then we will sing “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

Carol 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” CW #65 (verse 1)

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.

The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight.

Shepherds Candle

Reader 2

The third candle lit on the third Sunday in Advent is the Shepherds Candle. We think of the shepherds who were told by angels from heaven that Jesus was born, bringing “peace on earth” between God and all people. We remember the shepherds response – “they hurried off and found…the baby, who was lying in a manger.” We remember a second response after seeing the Baby Jesus – “they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child.” The shepherds remind us of what our response to the Christmas message should be, too. We call it mission work, telling others about Jesus, the Savior. Am I as excited as the shepherds to tell others the Good News?

Remembering our baptism, we think about the Good Shepherd, our Savior Jesus, and all He did to find us and rescue us from the sins that were keeping us from a relationship with Him. The Good Shepherd of Christmas made everything right between God, the Father, and us, one hell-bound flock and made us part of His heaven-bound fold.

(Light Shepherd Candle - while prayer below is read)

Lighting of the Shepherds Candle and Prayer

Let us pray…

We are amazed at what you did for us on that first Christmas.

We can understand the excitement the shepherds felt.

Forgive us, Good Shepherd, for not hurrying off and spreading the news.

Make us eager to tell.

Give us a heart for missions so many others will be brought into Your heaven-bound fold.

PREPARE MY HEART, LORD JESUS.

Amen.

The following Carol, “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying,” needs a small amount of instruction: Verse 1 will be SPOKEN by ALL, while Verse 2 will be SUNG by the LADIES CHOIR. Verse 3 will be SPOKEN by ALL. 

Carol

“There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying” CW #13 

Ladies Choir 
“Savior of the Nations, Come”

Angel Candle

Reader 2

On the fourth Sunday in Advent, the Angel Candle is lit. The Angel Candle guides our thoughts to that first Christmas night long ago when an angel from heaven brought the Good News of Jesus’ birth to lowly shepherds out in the fields of Bethlehem. We can almost hear the multitude of angels singing, “Glory to God in the highest.” Can you even imagine? And, yet, we sing those very words, ourselves, at least once a month in our weekly worship services when we sing the “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” from our Lutheran liturgy. “Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men,” we sing two thousand years later. Have you ever thought of yourself as singing with the angels when you’ve sung that part of the liturgy?

Listen to the words and song of the angels as recorded in Luke 2:10-14 – But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

Reader 1

What is this peace between God and men on whom his favor rests? What does the angels’ message really mean?

Let’s listen to the choir as they sing “Peace Came to Earth” and see if they can help us find the answer…

Ladies Choir 
“Peace Came to Earth” CWS #707

Who could gasp, sing, sigh, shout, see, thrill, pray, praise this Immanuel? All those who have found peace with God through the forgiveness of sins won for us through His Son, Jesus; you know, the One we celebrate each Christmas.

Immanuel means “God with us.” How can God be “with us?” Besides God attaching Himself to His Word where “the gospel…is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16), He also attaches Himself and His power to the gospel in two important acts He has entrusted to His believers: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. In Baptism God creates faith in Jesus through the Word connected to the water of Baptism as it is applied according to the way Jesus instructed. Christians receive Baptism once. After that, they remember that they were baptized and washed clean from sin as God promised. Baptism gives faith, provides inclusion in God’s family of believers and imparts power to fight the devil, the world and our flesh as they seek to destroy our faith and the blessings of baptism.

(Light Angel Candle - while prayer below is read)

Lighting of the Angel Candle and Prayer

Let us pray…

Glory be to You, God on high.

Bless us as we remember that Your Son is Immanuel, “God with us.”

Increase our longing for Your presence and for Your peace.

Come to us.

Dwell in our midst.

PREPARE MY HEART, LORD JESUS.

Amen.

Christ Candle 

With ALL of this in mind, let’s close our afternoon of preparation and remembrance by speaking the following responses as the Christ Candle, the final candle, is lit, reminding us of God’s perfect Christmas Gift in His Son, Jesus Christ; His pure and holy Gift to you, me and the entire world.

(Light Christ Candle during responsive reading)

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Gathering Rite on Holy Baptism 

Please read the responses printed in bold type on page ___.

Leader: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.

Ladies: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. (John 3:5,6)

Leader: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us. (Psalm 51:5)

Ladies: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:11)

Let’s join together in our Closing Carol, the hymn verse our meditation was based on this afternoon, “Arise, O Christian People,” Verse 4, “Prepare My Heart, Lord Jesus,” glowing - glowing like the candlelight we’ve been bathed in this afternoon - glowing in the knowledge that God HAS prepared our hearts to receive His Son this blessed Adventide.

Closing Carol

“Arise, O Christian People” CW #14 (verse 4)

Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus, Turn not from me aside,

And help me to receive you This blessed Adventide.

From stall and manger low, Come now to dwell within me,

I’ll sing your praises gladly And forth your glory show. 

Amen.

Prepare My Heart, Lord Jesus











