[image: image1.jpg]& WELS

Christ's Love, Our Calling.






Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.

This service was written by a member of St. John’s, Wauwatosa, Wis. It has been reviewed by Naomi Schmidt, a member of the WELS Women’s Ministry Executive Committee and an approved service by the WELS Worship Department.
Please note: There may be copyright issues regarding the public use of some songs and hymns. 
Please make sure to obtain permission to use music that is not in the public domain.



Let Your Lights Appear
Four speaking parts: Leader, Narrator 1, Grade school girls, and Narrator 2

Welcome by Leader and then transition into order of service.

Service of light (beginning)

(Christian Worship, p. 54)

Traditional Lutheran meaning of Advent wreath

Narrator 1: “The lamps are lit to pierce the night.” Well, truly that is what we are here for tonight, isn’t it? This is Advent by Candlelight, and as you can probably see, each table has its very own Advent wreath. Each table hostess decorated the wreath herself, giving it her own signature style. And, as the night progresses, we will light these “lamps.”

First, though, let’s learn a little more about Advent wreaths. 

The wreath itself is circular—it has no beginning or end—just like our eternal Father. Not only is God eternal, but his mercy and love are also eternal. 

Many times Advent wreaths are adorned with greenery. This greenery speaks of the hope that we have in God—the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life.

The candles found on the Advent wreath symbolize the light of God coming into the world through the birth of his Son, Jesus. As each candle is lit, the darkness of sin recedes and the glory of God’s promise fulfilled glows brighter. In addition, the candles serve as a reminder that God calls us to be lights in the world as we reflect his love and spread his Word.

The progression in the lighting of the candles symbolizes our waiting—first for Jesus’ birth and now for his second coming, Judgment Day. With each flame, our hope and anticipation increase. On Christmas Day, when the Christ candle is lit, our joy is complete—or at least as complete as it can be this side of heaven.

Adult Handbell Choir: Once In Royal David’s City 

Narrator 1: Each candle in the Advent wreath has been assigned a name with an attached meaning. Different church bodies assign different names and meanings to the candles. Traditionally, Lutheran churches label the candles like this: Prophecy candle, Bethlehem candle, Shepherd candle, Angel candle, and Christ candle. 

The Prophecy candle is symbolized well by many passages in Isaiah, which foretell of Christ’s coming. For example, in Isaiah 7:14, this prophecy is revealed: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” 

Hostesses, please light the first candle in your wreath, the Prophecy candle.

Assembly: Behold, a Branch is Growing (CW 47, verses 1-4)

Narrator 1: The Bethlehem candle shows that God’s prophesies were fulfilled. In Micah 5, it is prophesied that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. Here is a portion of that prophesy: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. . . . He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. And he will be their peace.”

Hostesses, please light the second candle in your wreath, the Bethlehem candle.

Assembly: O Little Town of Bethlehem (CW 65, verse 1) and Silent Night with Peace, Peace choir)

Grade school girls: The shepherds are good examples for us. They listened to the Lord and then told people what he said. Luke 2:8-20: “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’ So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.”

Narrator 1: Hostesses, please light the third candle in your wreath, the Shepherd candle.

Assembly: Where Shepherds Lately Knelt (CW 54, verses 1 and 3)

Narrator 1: The Angel candle symbolizes our confidence that we will join the angels in heaven on the last day. Mark 13:26,27 says, “At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.”

Hostesses, please light the fourth candle in your wreath, the Angel candle.

Assembly: Angels from the Realm of Glory (CW 80, verses 1 and 4)

Narrator 1: The lighting of the Christ candle is the pinnacle moment of the Advent wreath. In John 1:1-14 we hear Jesus referred to many times as our “light”: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

Hostesses, please light the last candle in your wreath, the Christ Candle.

Assembly: What Child is This? (CW 67, verses 1 and 2)

A new way to look at our Advent wreaths

Narrator 2: So now we have participated in a traditional lighting of the Advent wreath, along with traditional Bible verses and Christmas hymns. The next part of our program is going to show us another way to consider the Advent wreath. While never forgetting the traditional meanings of the candles, perhaps these new meanings will add another dimension to our spiritual Christmas journeys this year.

First, I am going to ask the table hostesses to carefully extinguish the four small candles—the Prophet, Bethlehem, Shepherd, and Angel candles. Do not extinguish the Christ candle. We want that light to remain shining because Christ is the light of the world. Isaiah 9:2 notes, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” John 8:12 adds, “[Jesus] said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’ ”

Yet Christ says that we, too, are light. In Matthew 5:14-16 he tells his followers, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

Solo: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (CW 7, verse 1)

Narrator 2: Did you catch what the first line of that song proclaimed? “Rejoice, rejoice believers, And let your lights appear.” Sound familiar? The theme for this Advent by Candlelight is “Let your lights appear.” Therefore, let’s consider how we can personally let our lights appear this Christmas season. And, as we do that, we’ll relight our Advent wreath candles.

Hostesses, please relight the first candle in your wreath. 

As the hostesses are doing that, consider how we can let our lights appear at home. Ironically, the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season makes it hard to spend quality time with our loved ones at home. Sure, we decorate the tree and bake Christmas cookies together, but doesn’t it sometimes seem like these activities just become items to check off our Christmas to-do lists? 

Jesus scolded one of his friends, Martha, for focusing on all the preparations that needed to be made so that her guests would feel welcome. Meanwhile, her sister, Mary, sat at Jesus’ feet listening to what he said. In Luke 10:42, Jesus told Martha, “You are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

I know that it’s hard, but we have to try to keep our focus on the spiritual blessings of Advent and not let ourselves get caught up in all the details. If that means that we have to give up a Christmas tradition or two, we need only remember Jesus’ words, and then we’ll know that we are choosing what is better.

Letting our lights shine like this at home can be incredibly powerful because of the example that it sets for our families. With the extra time that we have to focus on Jesus, perhaps we can even use an Advent wreath to introduce family devotions into our homes. A sample for how to work such a devotion is included in the back of your program. Of course, there are many other ways to let our lights appear at home, most of them centered on how we approach the Christmas season and how we reflect its meaning to those at home with us.

Choir with assembly on refrain: Shine, Jesus, Shine (Let All the People Praise You, p. 270) 

Narrator 2: Hostesses, please relight the second candle in your wreath.

Now consider how we can let our lights appear at work. It is not always easy to reflect our Christianity in a public workplace, but finding ways to do so is important. Many people don’t even realize that they are letting their lights shine as they go about their professional careers. Yet small things like the Christmas cards that we distribute and the way that we discuss our plans for the holiday can speak volumes to our co-workers. 

The way that we treat our co-workers is often another vehicle for us to let our lights appear. How do we answer a co-worker who comes to us with a problem? What is our response when we find that a co-worker has made a mistake? Jesus’ ministry is filled with examples of him witnessing to his co-workers, the disciples. If we use his words and actions as a guide, our faith will shine brightly, even in our workplaces.

Assembly: They’ll Know We are Christians (LAPPY, 298)

Narrator 2: Hostesses, please relight the third candle in your wreath.

As the third candle is relit, consider how we can let our lights appear in our community. The Christmas season gives us many opportunities to be out and about in public places. What is our reaction when someone cuts in front of us in line at Target? Do we hold the door open for the mom who is struggling to corral her three young children into the mall? What type of small talk do we engage in with the waitress as we get together with friends to exchange gifts? The Christmas season is ripe with stress and depression for many people. As Christ’s lights, we can help alleviate these negative emotions with kind words and deeds.

As we ponder how to let our lights appear in our communities, consider Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:35,36,40: “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. . . . I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’

Reading of The Christmas Guest poem by Helen Steiner Rice with piano intro and conclusion of It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 

Narrator: Hostesses, please relight the last candle in your wreath.

As the fourth candle is lit, consider how we can let our lights appear at church. “At church?” you ask. “Isn’t it obvious that if we’re at church, our lights will appear?” Not necessarily. Consider all the times that we may have zoned out during the liturgy because we know it so well that we can recite it without thinking. Or the times that we were in too much of a hurry to greet the guest worshiping next to us. Or even those times when Christ’s mission may not have been the mission that we were considering as we discussed the direction of the church. 

Keep in mind, too, that our fellow Christians may occasionally need to be uplifted with a reminder of God’s grace and love. We all need to be refueled with God’s life-giving Word, or our lights will dim. 

Assembly: Bless and Keep Us (round)

Service of light (closing)

Leader: So where does that leave us? Our Advent wreaths are lit for the second time. Hopefully our hearts are lit, too, with the joy of Christ’s coming and the zeal to spread his light. With those thoughts in mind, we pray, “Heavenly Father, we thank you for this day of grace and for the opportunity to worship you. Thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, to be our light, and for sending your Spirit to spark our own lights of faith. Let our lights appear wherever you put us this Advent season and throughout our lives.”

Assembly: Amen.

Assembly sings Song of Simeon: In peace, Lord, you let your servant now depart according to your word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for every people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. (CW, p. 61)

Assembly:

Now Sing We, Now Rejoice (CW 34, verses 1,4)

Joy to the World (CW 62, verses 1,2,4)

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (CW 7, verses 1,4)

Let Your Lights Appear 











