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Christ's Love, Our Calling.






Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.

This service was written by Marilyn Miller a member of Abiding Word, Houston, Texas. It has been reviewed by Carolyn Sachs, a member of the WELS Women’s Ministry Executive Committee.
Please note: There may be copyright issues regarding the public use of some songs and hymns. 
Please make sure to obtain permission to use music that is not in the public domain.



Advent Prayer Service

A Celebration of Advent in Lessons and Songs

 
The Advent Wreath
 The evergreen wreath reminds believers that our God grants new and everlasting life in Jesus. Historically the wreath is also a symbol of victory; a garland wreath was often placed on victors in contests or conquests. So naturally, a Christian can think of the crown of life that Jesus has won for us. The candles on the advent wreath point to Jesus, the Light of the world (John 3:17-21.) 

 

First Candle - The Prophecy Candle

The first candle we light is the Prophecy Candle. To prophesy means to tell about something that is going to happen in the future. Long before Jesus was born, God promised He would send a Savior. Read Genesis 12:1-3.

In our Bible reading we hear God giving Abraham a great promise. God would give Abraham many descendents, and he would keep these people safe through many trials and tribulations. From this family, a Savior would be born. Through this Savior, the sins of all people on earth are wiped away and everyone can look forward to spending eternity with God in heaven.

 

 

All sing: The King of Glory Comes (CW 363)

 

Prayer by All: Lord God our Father, we thank you for promising a Savior able to cover our sins and bring us back into your presence. We thank you for keeping your promise by sending Jesus to be that Savior. Amen.

 

Solo: Breath of Heaven 

 

Second Candle – The Bethlehem Candle

The second candle is called the Bethlehem candle. It is to remind us that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to earth and was born as a baby in Bethlehem.

In the Old Testament book of Micah, it was prophesied that the Savior would be born in Bethlehem. To keep this promise, God caused people and events to follow his plans throughout history. When God determined the time was right for the Savior to be born, the emperor decided that a counting of the people should take place. The emperor did not know that his decision was actually an essential part of God’s master plan. Read Luke 2:1-7.

                           

All sing: O Little Town of Bethlehem (CW 66)

 

Prayer by All: We thank you, dearest Savior, for coming to earth as a little baby. Help us to always remember the reason why you came. Then let us praise you forever for taking away our sins and for promising we will be with you in heaven. Amen.
 

Song: My Soul in Stillness Waits (Supplement 703 or giamusic.com)
 

Third Candle – The Angel Candle
The angel candle reminds us of that first coming of Christ when the angels announce the Savior’s birth to the shepherds. Read Luke 2:8-14. The pink of this candle emphasizes the joy of the shepherds as they heard the wonderful news of a Savior.
The angel candle also reminds us of Christ’s second coming when he will come again with all his angels on the last day. Read Matthew 25:31-32.

 

All sing: Hark the Herald Angels Sing (CW 61)

           

Prayer by All: Dear Jesus, we’re waiting for that wonderful day, when you will return, with all of your angels. What an awesome gift to be able to go with you to that glorious home in heaven to live with you eternally. Amen

 

Fourth Candle – The Shepherd Candle

The shepherd candle is to remind us of the shepherd’s faith. Think of the shepherds out in the field watching their sheep. Guarding the sheep was an important job for the shepherds but when they heard that the Savior was born, they left their sheep to go and find him. Why would they do that? They went because they believed the promise given to their forefathers and had anticipated his coming for many centuries.

Not only did they leave their sheep, but they looked for Jesus in a stable. A manger would seem a most unlikely place to find the Savior of all men. Why would they look for him there? The shepherds looked there because they believed the angels’ message from God. They went to Bethlehem, and found Jesus, just as they had been told. Read Luke 2:15-16.

 

All sing: Where Shepherds Lately Knelt (CW 54)
 

Prayer by All: Thank you, God, for planting faith in our hearts. Help us to hear and study your Word so our faith and love may grow more and more. Amen.
 
Fifth Candle – The Christ Candle

This candle reminds us that Jesus is the fulfillment of the other four candles. Jesus fulfilled all of the prophecies of old.   He is the Savior, born in Bethlehem. Jesus has entered into our hearts through faith and he will come again to take us to heaven. Jesus Christ is our Savior.

 

All sing: Joy to the World (CW 62)

 

Responsive Advent Prayer: 

Right: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.

Left: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the works of the devil.

Right: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.

Left: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”

Right: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism so that we can meditate on what you have done for us.

Left: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.

Right:   Direct our eyes not only to the manger, but also to the skies, where we will see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.

Left: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.

Right: Hear us, Lord as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

Right: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.

Left: Come Lord Jesus! Amen

 

Solo: Peace Came to Earth (Supplement 707)
           

Closing blessing

May the light of the Father shine on us, the love of the Son live in us, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with us always.

 
Note: Throughout history many cultures have had advent wreaths as part of their custom. There are varying names for the candles but, historically, this is a popular version.
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