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Christ's Love, Our Calling.






Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.

This service was written by Linda Gumm from Peace, Loves Park, Illinois. It has been reviewed by Naomi Schmidt, a member of the WELS Women’s Ministry Executive Committee and approved by Professor-emeritus David Valleskey.
Please note: There may be copyright issues regarding the public use of some songs and hymns. 
Please make sure to obtain permission to use music that is not in the public domain. 
The music in this program is only a suggestion; other music may be selected.


Wait for the Lord

Pre-service music

Words of Welcome 

Dessert and Fellowship

Leader:  Please open your service folders and join in the opening prayer.

Leader:  Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the Offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head.  Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.

Ladies:  We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the works of the devil.

Leader:  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.

Ladies:  Move us to take to heart the words of John, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”

Leader:  You sent your Son to redeem us from sin.  Let this good news be our joy and strength.  Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing.  In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism.  

Ladies:  Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.  Fill our hearts with longing as we wait for you.

Leader:  Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords!

Ladies:  Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.

Leader:  Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.

Ladies:  Come, Lord Jesus!  We wait for you!  Amen.

Narrator 1:  Shortly after the creation of a perfect world, sin arose.  We read from Genesis chapter 3:  

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden?’”  

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”  

“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.  “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.  

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  

But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”  

He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”  

And he said, “Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”  

The man said, “The woman you put here with me – she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

What a sad day that was.  The stench of disobedience, despair, and death hung heavy in the air in the Garden of Eden.  No longer did Adam and Eve walk with God…now they scurried away in fright and hid from him.  No longer were they friends with God…now they were his enemies.  No longer would they live forever with him…but rather would spend eternity with the devil, who had deceived them.  Can you even begin to imagine that feeling?

That’s when our loving Lord, in his grace, came to them.  Let’s read on.

So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, ‘Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals!  You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.

[and now, the first promise of a Savior] – “I will put enmity between you (Satan) and the woman, and between your offspring (unbelievers) and hers (believers); he (Jesus) will crush your head (Satan’s head) and you (Satan) will strike his heal.”

So there, at the beginning, God promised to send a Savior.  Through Eve, Satan had brought sin and death into the world.  Through Eve’s Offspring, God would conquer sin, death and Satan!  So, Adam and Eve waited for the Lord, their Savior.

Song:  My Soul in Stillness Waits  

 (Refrain)  For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits, truly my hope is in you. 

O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory, Your radiance shines in all who look to you.  Come, light the hearts of all in dark and shadow.  

Refrain

O Spring of Joy, rain down upon our spirits.  Our thirsty hearts are yearning for your Word.  Come, make us whole, be comfort to our hearts.

Refrain

O root of Life, implant your seed within us.  And in your advent draw us all to you.  Our hope reborn in dying and in rising.

Refrain

Narrator 2:  Years passed after that first promise of a Savior in the Garden of Eden.  Prophets foretold the coming of the Savior.  They reminded people to wait for the Lord.  

Listen to what the prophet Jeremiah said in chapter 23 some 600 years before the Savior came to Bethlehem:  “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This the name by which he will be called:  The LORD Our Righteousness.”

Now the Lord had told Israel repeatedly that the Savior would come from David’s line, but by Jeremiah’s time, David’s line was a decaying tree snapped off above the ground – only a stump remained.  

The Lord said, “Watch that stump, for from it will come a Branch - my promised Son, sent in human flesh to save my people from their sins.”  

Jeremiah also revealed that this Branch from David would be “righteous” –perfectly holy, without any sin of any kind.  And with his own righteousness and holiness he would provide perfect holiness and righteousness for others.  That’s why he is “The LORD Our Righteousness.”  The promised Savior would keep all the commandments perfectly… and give us the credit for it.   He would weave a robe of perfect righteousness that we can wear before our holy Judge in heaven.

Song:  Advent Gathering Song 

(Ladies sing 5 times):  Come, come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 

Verses by cantor:  For a Branch from David will come.



       Righteousness he will give so come.

Narrator 3:  A prophecy from Isaiah 7:14.  “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign:  the virgin will be with child, and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”

What a wonderful baby!  Every other newborn is flesh born of flesh, with a sinful heart.  The virgin’s son, conceived by the Holy Spirit, would be the Holy One – not tainted with original sin.  

What a wonderful baby!  Every other child faces death as the wages of his sin.  The virgin’s Son would also die, yet not as the wages of his own sin, but as the payment for the sins of others – the sins of the entire world.

Now how could one person’s death possibly do something so extraordinary?  It’s because, as Isaiah wrote, this baby, this child, is Immanuel.  This is, “God with us,” and God for us.  And this is the God for whom we wait. 

Song:  Savior of the Nations, Come


Savior of the nations, come;  


Virgin’s Son, make here your home.


Marvel now, O heaven and earth, 


That the Lord chose such a birth.


Not by human flesh and blood,


By the Spirit of our God


Was the Word of God made flesh,


Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.


Wondrous birth!  O wondrous child


Of the virgin undefiled,


Though by all the world disowned,


Yet to be in heaven enthroned!


Narrator 4:   We hear words written in Isaiah 9:

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.” 

Oh, how the people longed and waited for the Lord!  A Savior, who is called “Wonderful Counselor” because his counsel is perfect!  

Oh, how the people longed and waited for the Lord!  A Savior, who is the “Mighty God” – the all powerful One, the Rock and Fortress and Shield and Defender of his people, who freed them from their worst enemies when he shouted, “It is finished!”    

Oh, how the people longed and waited for the Lord!  A Savior, who is the “Everlasting Father,” always doing what is best for his children and wrapping them in his strong and loving arms as they travel through this vale of tears. 

Oh, how the people longed and waited for the Lord!  A Savior, who is the “Prince of Peace.” He gives peace with God, and that peace floods the hearts and lives of his people.  

A child, a Son, the people longed and waited for him.  And so do we.

Song (trio):  O Come, Emmanuel

O come, Emmanuel, and into our hearts be born.

Make ready his path with joyful praise, preparing the way of the Lord.

O come, O Prince of Peace, for prophets did long foretell the one who will reign     

forevermore, O come, Emmanuel.

Come Lord Jesus, come to us.  A weary world awaits you, Emmanuel.  

Prince of Peace, come.

Come now with justice, Lord, and set us free.  

Be crowned with the glory of wonder and majesty.

Narrator 5:  Another prophecy of Isaiah in chapter 40:   

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice of one calling:  ‘In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.’

Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.

And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

That voice in the desert, of course, would be (and was) the voice of John the Baptist.  He pleaded, “Prepare the way for the LORD!”  In other words…, “prepare your hearts.”  And hearts (including ours) are prepared for the Savior through repentance and faith.  Rough places are made smooth, sinful obstacles are removed, and a royal highway, fit for the coming King, is  prepared in us.  

Song:  Prepare the Royal Highway

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near!

Let every hill and valley a level road appear!

Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story:

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word.

Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised King!

Your King, yet every nation its tribute too should bring.

All lands, bow down before him!  All nations, now adore him!

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word.

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heaven above.

His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love.

So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding:

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word.

Narrator 6:  The prophet Micah spoke these words in chapter 5:  

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.

He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

And he will be their peace.”

Micah told God’s people to wait for the coming of the promised ruler of Israel, the King of kings, in the little town of Bethlehem – that tiny, insignificant town among the clans of Judah.  

That “Ruler over Israel” would also be the Shepherd of Israel, and he would care for each of his people as a good shepherd cares for each sheep in his flock.  

And this ruler and shepherd from Bethlehem Ephrathah is the one for whom we wait as well during these days of Advent.  We wait to see him again in the manger.  We wait to see and remember again the love that brought him there.   We wait to see his little hands again, wrapping themselves around Mary’s finger.  And then we remember that those same hands were later stretched out on Calvary’s cross for us…doing for us what we can never do for ourselves.  This good Shepherd laying down his life for the sheep, taking our sins, taking our hell, and giving us life and heaven.  

We wait to see and remember it all again.  

Song (choir):  We Wait for a Little Child

We wait for a little child whose bed will be a manger.

We wait for a little child, his name Emmanuel.

We wait for a little child whose life will change the world.

Oh, we wait, yes, we wait ‘til he comes.

We wait for the holy birth and angel alleluias.

We wait for excited shepherds glorifying God.

We wait for three kings to bring gold, frankincense and myrrh.

Oh, we wait, yes, we wait ‘til he comes.

Jesus will grow and teach us how to love.

Jesus will show us how to live in peace.

Jesus the Christ will suffer on the tree and save all those who believe.

Narrator 7:  Finally, finally, all the waiting for God’s Old Testament people is over.  The Bible tells us in Luke 2, “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  And everyone went to his own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you:  You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’ 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.”

Song:  Silent Night

Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, round yon Virgin Mother and Child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild; Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night!  Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight.  Glories stream from heaven afar; Heavenly hosts sing, “Alleluia; Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born!”

Silent night!  Holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light.  Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace.  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Narrator 8:  This silent and holy night, this birth of the Savior in Bethlehem – this is what we’re waiting to celebrate again.  For that reason our next reading may seem a little out of place - Matthew 21:1-9.

“As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.’

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  ‘Say to the Daughter of Zion, See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  

They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.

A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’

‘Hosanna in the highest!’”

Does it seem odd that we would read the Palm Sunday story as we sit in the candlelight of an Advent gathering?

It really isn’t!  

The next hymn that we’re going to sing was written by Paul Gerhardt.  It’s a hymn for the Advent season.  But you and I understand that Advent is not only a time to prepare again for the celebration of Jesus’ first coming, but also to remember and prepare for his final coming.  Advent – in fact, every day of our lives – is to be a time of waiting and anticipating and preparing ourselves, through repentance and faith, for the Lord, who will surely come again.   

And Paul Gerhardt used, of all things, this Palm Sunday account to encourage us toward these things – being prepared and ready at all times.  As we sing this next hymn, notice the beauty of Gerhardt’s words, but also take to heart his encouragement to always be ready and always be waiting for this world’s only Savior who came once to Bethlehem, and will come again.

Song:  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You? 


O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?


Your people long to greet you, my Hope, my heart’s Delight.


O Jesus, let your Word be a lamp to light my way,


To show me how to please you, to guide me every day.


Your Zion strews before you green boughs and fairest palms.


And I, too, will adore you with joyous songs and psalms.


My heart shall bloom forever for you with praises new.


And from your name will never withhold the honor due.


I lay in fetters, groaning, you came to set me free.


I stood, my shame bemoaning, you came to honor me;


A glory you did give me, a treasure safe on high,


That will not fail or leave me as earthly riches fly.

Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me.


Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.


Oh, love beyond all telling that led you to embrace

In love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race!

Narrator 9:  And so we wait.  We wait for the Lord Jesus to come again, in glory this time, and to take us to glory.  A reading from Matthew 25:1-13.

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.  The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.  The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and feel asleep.

At midnight the cry rang out:  ‘Here’s the bridegroom!  Come out to meet him!’

Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’

‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you.  Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’

But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived.  The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet.  And the door was shut.

Later the others also came.  ‘Sir!  Sir!’ they said.  ‘Open the door for us!’

But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”

And so we keep watch.  And we wait.  We wait these days for Christmas:  to hear the message of the angels, to follow shepherds to the manger, to see for ourselves and rejoice over our Savior.  And every day of our lives, then, we continue to rejoice, and watch, and wait in certain hope because we know he will come again.

Song: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
(Please stand for stanza four)

1.  Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. The Bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh.  Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.


2. The watchers on the mountain proclaim the Bridegroom near; go forth, as he approaches, with alleluias clear.  The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand.  Arise, O heirs of glory; the Bridegroom is at hand.


3. You saints, who here in patience your cross and suff’rings bore, shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more.  Around the throne of glory the Lamb you shall behold; in triumph lay before him your shining crowns of gold.


4. Arise, Desire of nations; O Jesus, now appear, the Hope and Expectation of every Christian here.  With hearts and hands uplifted we plead, O Lord, to see the day of earth’s redemption that sets your people free.  

As the strains of music fade and a moment of silent prayer, you may blow out your candle. This will conclude our evening worship and fellowship.  Please linger as you wish, travel home safely, and enjoy a Christ-centered Advent and Christmas!  Thank you for attending. 

Opportunities to worship at our church:

Mid-Week Advent Worship

Wednesdays at 7:00pm

December 5th, 12th, and 19th

Choir Concert Worship Service

Sunday, December 16th, 8:00 and 10:30am

Youth Christmas Service

Sunday, December 23rd, 8:00 and 10:30am

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

Monday, December 24th, 4:00 and 7:00pm

Christmas Day Worship 

Tuesday, December 25th, 9:00am

Music (suggestions):


My Soul in Stillness Waits by Marty Haugen, a GIA publication G -2652 (also in Christian Worship Supplement 703)
Advent Gathering Song: Come, Come, Emmanuel by James Chepponis, a GIA publication with printable refrain G-4131

O Come, Emmanuel OCP 20142 by Mark Friedman and Janet Vogt
Prepare the Royal Highway Christian Worship Supplement 702
We Wait for a Little Child Augsburg 0-8006-7597-5 by Kathy Lowe Hart

Wait for the Lord 











