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Christ's Love, Our Calling.






Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages 
to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation 
and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.
This Advent by Candlelight program makes use of chrismons and other symbols found in a church.  If your church does not have the symbols included, you may consider preparing a PowerPoint presentation of the symbols. 
This service was written by Rebecca Valleau, 
a member of Christ Lutheran Church, Hugo, MN. 
It has been reviewed and approved by Professor-emeritus David Valleskey.
Note: There may be copyright issues regarding the use of some songs and hymns. 
Make sure to purchase the music or obtain permission to use music that is not in the public domain.



Blessings on the Tree

Of the Father’s Love Begotten CW 35

Of the Father’s love begotten
Ere the worlds began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega,

He the source, the ending he,

Of the things that are, that have been,

And that future years shall see

Evermore and evermore.

Oh, that birth forever blessed

When the virgin, full of grace,

By the Holy Ghost conceiving,

Bore the Savior of our race,

And the babe, the world’s Redeemer,

First revealed his sacred face

Evermore and evermore.

This is he whom heav’n taught singers
Sang of old with one accord;

Whom the Scriptures of the prophets

Promised in their faithful word.

Now he shines, the long expected;

Let creation praise its Lord

Evermore and evermore.

Let the heights of heav’n adore him,

Angel hosts his praises sing,

Pow’rs, dominions bow before him

And extol our God and King.

Let no tongue on earth be silent,

Ev’ry voice in concert ring

Evermore and evermore.

Christ, to you, with God the Father,
And the Spirit ceaselessly

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving

And unending praises be,

Honor, glory, and dominion

And eternal victory

Evermore and evermore.

Introduction

(The introduction begins by showing a favorite ornament and explaining why it is special.  The following in parentheses is an example.)
I’ve brought an ornament from our tree at home that I’d like to share with all of you.  (Now, you may not be able to see this clearly, but this ornament contains a picture of me on a tractor.  My grandparents live on a farm and each year when I was a kid, a highlight of the Christmas season was loading up the van and driving to Mobridge for a visit.  Grandma and Grandpa’s house would be full of aunts, uncles, cousins and PRESENTS.  Each year my grandma would make each of us grandkids our own special ornament.  This was no small task as she has 21 grandkids.  As you can see on this ornament, she sewed this little ruffle and bow, added a hook, and glued in this gorgeous picture of 12-year-old me driving a tractor.  Every year as I look at our Christmas tree, I see many of the ornaments she made and I am reminded of her love for me.)  What a blessing.
Many of you are probably thinking of similar ornaments on your trees at home, ornaments that bring back memories.  Those ornaments may symbolize the love of a grandmother, the care of a Sunday school teacher, or the gift of a child.  Blessings on the tree.
This year, we are taking a closer look at the chrismons, or Christian Christmas ornaments, that adorn many of our Christmas trees both at our churches and at our homes.  Many people may not be familiar with the word chrismon but probably are familiar with the handmade ornaments many churches display during the Christmas season.  Many others may be familiar with these ornaments, but may not understand what some of the symbols stand for.  There are many Christian symbols used in the making of these ornaments, and today we are going to look at some of them and see why their meanings make them appropriate for a Christmas tree.
As we approach the Christmas season, many of us will be spending a considerable amount of time thinking of, searching for, and wrapping up presents to go under and around the Christmas tree.  Right now we’re going to look a little higher than the gifts around the base of that tree.  We’re going to focus on the blessings we find on the tree during Advent.
Alpha and Omega

In the beginning of Revelation (1:8) we read, “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”  Fittingly, at the end of Revelation, Jesus repeats, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”
Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, a wonderful symbol for Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  We find this symbol in different places around the church, including on the altar here at New Life.  The Alpha and Omega symbol is commonly used on paraments or banners displayed during Easter and Pentecost, but can often be seen throughout the church year.
The Alpha and Omega symbol is especially important during Advent.  We’re looking forward to celebrating the birth of a child, Jesus, but his birth is not the start for him, or for us.  We read in the beginning of John, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God.  He was with God in the beginning.”  Here “the Word” refers to Jesus.  Jesus was not just a regular baby with a normal starting point.  He is also true God, begotten of the Father.  Jesus is uncreated, infinite and eternal.  And what about us, after all we are just regular people with a normal starting point, and yet God had plans for us even before we were born. God tells us in Ephesians 1:4, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ.”  The symbol Alpha and Omega reminds us of this big picture.  An infinite God chose us as his children before he even created the world.
Shell

In the early Christian church, baptisms often took place near rivers or other bodies of water.  Shells may have been used at that time to pour water over the recipient.  Since then the shell has become a symbol of baptism.  Many shell ornaments include three drops of water, representing the three persons of the Trinity.
In Matthew, we read that “Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.”  But Jesus didn’t need baptism for his sins to be forgiven; we know he had no sin.  Jesus was our substitute.  He did perfectly everything we cannot do.  He lived the perfect life that we could not live, and he died to take away our sins.  Jesus said that he came to John to be baptized “to fulfill all righteousness.” In his baptism, he took our place at the sinners’ Substitute. He identified himself with us, whose sins three years later would he would carry to Calvary.
The catechism tells us “Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil and gives eternal salvation to all who believe.”  In the same way that water can cleanse a dirty child after a day of playing in the mud, water and God’s Word wash away the stain of sin.  1 Peter says, “Baptism now saves you also–not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God.”  Through the blessing of baptism, we are truly new people, righteous before God.

Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert CWS 709, vs. 2 and 4

Christ, you heard the stirring summons

As by Jordan’s bank you stood;

Bathed, though sinless, with your people

In the river’s cleansing flood.

High above, the heavens opened;

Came the Spirit as a dove;

Spoke a voice beyond all hearing:

“See my Son, the one I love!”

God, in Baptism you have made us

One with Christ, our risen Lord;

Freed us, claimed us, cleansed, forgiven

Through the water and the Word.

Help us hear your urgent summons,

Calling us to serve you now.

Send us forth, your sons and daughters,

With the cross upon our brow.

Butterfly
(If you have any butterflies displayed in your church you could mention them in a similar way–or just skip this paragraph.)  If you’ve walked into the sanctuary here at our church, you don’t have to go far to see how the symbol of the butterfly is used in our sanctuary.  It is centered in our stained glass window at the front of the church.
Another symbol for us to consider is the butterfly.  But how is the butterfly a Christian symbol?  We can think of how a butterfly lives its life in three stages.  During the first stage, all we see is a caterpillar, a worm.  Not so pretty to look at, are they?  As sinners in this world, we aren’t really much different.  Our sin makes us ugly.  During the following stage, the caterpillar enters the cocoon; just as one day we will all enter the grave.  “The wages of sin is death,” Paul begins Romans 6:23.  But we all know what happens to the caterpillar next.  He emerges from the cocoon a beautiful creature.  How much more can we, sinners redeemed by Christ, anticipate the glory that awaits us in heaven?  Paul continues in Romans, “but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Those who die in the Lord will be blessed to live with Him in paradise.

Chi Rho

Symbols can communicate many things.  Some people like to use the back window of their vehicle to share what’s important to them.  If you see stick figures, you can tell how many people are in their family.  Other symbols may signify their support of a certain cause or organization.  In the same way, the symbols we use in our churches tell others about us.  Some of the symbols we use today have been used by Christians throughout the ages.
One of the symbols passed down for generations is the Chi Rho.  The Chi Rho is a symbol or monogram formed by superimposing the first 2 letters of the word Christ in Greek, Chi=ch, and Rho=p.  This symbol is found in many places in our churches, including on the front of our hymnal, Christian Worship.  It has long been a symbol of Christianity though, as archeologists have found the Chi Rho in catacombs and on items such as coins, lamps, and pottery from long ago.
The Chi Rho represents Christ and all the blessings we have through him.  Man was lost in sin with no hope of redemption.  But God didn’t leave us in our sorry state.  For God so loved the world… he blessed Adam and Eve with the promise of a Redeemer.  God so loved the world… he blessed Old Testament believers with prophets to spread the promise of a coming Savior.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son.”  A Son who suffered, died on the cross, and rose again to save all sinners from our sins—“That whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)  As we look forward to the blessings we receive in the coming month, let us always remember our greatest blessing, our Messiah, born in a lowly stable.

Peace Came to Earth CWS 707
Peace came to earth at last that chosen night

When angels clove the sky with song and light

And God embodied love and sheathed his might—

Who could but gasp: Immanuel!

Who could but sing: Immanuel!

And who could be the same for having held

The infant in their arms and later felt

The wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled—

Who could but sigh: Immanuel!

Who could but shout: Immanuel!

You show the Father none has ever seen,

In flesh and blood you bore our griefs and pain,

In bread and wine you visit us again—

Who could but see: Immanuel!

Who could but thrill: Immanuel!

How else could I have known you, O my God!

How else could I have loved you, O my God!

How else could I embrace you, O my God!

Who could but pray: Immanuel!

Who could but praise: Immanuel!

Star
The star is a common ornament on any Christmas tree.  It is an especially meaningful symbol for us, Gentile believers.  The wise men, who were the first recorded Gentiles to worship the Savior, followed the star.  In our churches, we see stars in many places.  They are often on the tops of our Christmas trees, on ornaments, and on banners.
I imagine that every time Abraham saw stars in the night sky, he couldn’t help but think about God’s blessings.  In Genesis 15:5, we read that God “took him outside and said, ‘Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.’"  Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be.”  God used the stars to show Abraham the blessings he had in store for him, the gift of a son in his old age.  What a wonderful promise from a loving God.
God also uses the star to describe the gift of another son, our Savior.  In Numbers 24:17, the coming Messiah is foretold.  “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near.  A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel.”  For those Old Testament believers the blessing of a Savior was a promise far off.  What a gift it is to live in this modern day where the blessing of the Savior is the same, but our perspective is different.
Special music could be inserted here - there are many resources which refer to stars
Lamb of God

The Lamb of God symbol is typically a lamb depicted with a cross standard or banner.  This representation of Christ shows him as both sacrifice and victor.  The lamb as a symbol for Christ has been used since the early Christian church, though the banner was not added until the Middle Ages.  Many churches have the Lamb of God depicted on paraments or banners, especially on those used for communion Sundays.
Though we may not see this symbol in our church, we sing about it every communion Sunday.  The words of the Agnus Dei or “Lamb of God” proclaim, “O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; grant us your peace.”  Through the Lord’s Supper, God blesses us with forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  Paul says in Corinthians that “whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”  What a contradiction!  We joyously proclaim the Lord’s death.  This only makes sense because we believe in a Savior who died for our sins and rose again to give us eternal life—the blessing of a Lamb who was and is victorious.
Lamb of God CWS 748

Your only Son, no sin to hide,

But you have sent him from your side

To walk upon this guilty sod

And to become the Lamb of God.


Refrain

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,

I love the holy Lamb of God!

Oh, wash me in his precious blood,

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

Your gift of love they crucified.

They laughed and scorned him as he died:

The humble King they named a fraud

And sacrificed the Lamb of God.


Refrain

I was so lost: I should have died,

But you have brought me to your side

To be led by your staff and rod

And to be called a lamb of God.


Refrain

Trinity Symbol

Symbols depicting the Trinity are very common both on the Christmas tree and around our church all year long.  One of the oldest ways of depicting the triune God is the triangle.  Just as there are three equal sides to one triangle, there are three equal persons in one God.  Another way of depicting the Trinity is three interlocking circles.  Each circle represents one person of the Trinity.  The circles are locked together to form one symbol, three persons in one God.
What a blessing it is to have a loving God who cares for us in so many ways.  God the Father loves us as his own dear children, caring for us better that any earthly father ever could.  God the Son loved us enough to die and rise again, that we may live with him forever.  God the Holy Spirit works in our hearts to give us faith and continues to care for us as children of God.  The words of the benediction remind us of these blessings.  “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

     the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.  Amen

The Gospel for the World

The cross positioned above the globe is a symbol representing Christ reigning over the world.  If you’ve listened to Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus this Christmas season, you may remember the words “The kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.”  We are reminded that Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  He reigns over us in glory.
The symbol of the cross and globe also reminds us that God’s grace is for all people.  In Mark 16:15, we hear the great commission which is meant for all of us.  “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.’”  The real blessing is that when God says his good news is for all the world that also means it is for me, individually.  It means the good news is for you, specifically.  There is no one excluded from the blessing and no one outside his reign.

Special music could be inserted here - there are many mission anthems available
The Cross

There are many symbols that have interesting and powerful meanings to us as Christians.  But there is one symbol that must be the most widely known symbol of Christianity in existence, the cross.  Paul says “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (1 Cor. 1:18)  The cross was once an instrument of death and torture. Now for us it is a symbol of love.
The cross held the greatest blessing we could ever receive.  It held God’s Son, who lived a perfect life and died in our place.  He was our blessing on a tree.  But the cross no longer holds Christ in death.  He rose, triumphant over death and the power of the devil.  So as we look forward to a season of many blessings, as we hang our own ornaments in our homes and our churches, let’s focus our hearts and minds on the blessings we find on the tree here today.

Christmas Blessing
Blessings on the Tree











