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Christ's Love, Our Calling.






Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.

This service was written by a member of St. Andrews, Middleton, Wis. It has been reviewed by Naomi Schmidt, a member of the WELS Women’s Ministry Executive Committee and approved by the WELS Worship Department.
Please note: There may be copyright issues regarding the public use of some songs and hymns. 
Please make sure to obtain permission to use music that is not in the public domain.



Is There a Star In Your Eyes?
Refreshments and Social Time

Carol Sing-a-long

“Star” Skit

Devotion: Jesus, the Morning Star

“Star” Skit

Setting: Busy city street 

Props: Characters dressed for outdoor weather, sign “Don’t Even Think of Parking Here!”, paper for sidewalk (opt.) 

Characters Adult #1: Carries STAR (or facsimile, some gossip magazine): 
Look! It says here that the movie star, Jennifer Aniston—you know that cute, little actress, married to Brad Pitt—is going to get to have her very own personnel star on Hollywood Boulevard! That show she’s on, “FRIENDS,” is such a hit. 

Who do you think cuts her hair? 

And those clothes . . . 

Adult #2: Holds newspaper and proclaims: 
Oh, my stars! You’ll NEVER guess what’s in the horoscope today. It says that a Virgo and Scorpio should never become involved with one another. I absolutely cannot marry Ben . . . What will I do? He’s everything to me. He’s my whole life! He makes me see stars! 

Child:
Look, mom, I have a *star* on my spelling paper. I was so afraid that I wouldn’t be good enough for a star. How soon can I begin studying for next week’s? 

Scientist character:
Holding telescope Oh, the heavens are miraculous! Look how Mars is lined up perfectly with Leo. And I can even predict when it will all happen again. It’s amazing how all of these events seem to follow a plan. It’s such a clear, cold night—the stars are breathtaking. 

Piano student: Using piano, practicing Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
I’ve just got to get this piece practiced to perfection. People are expecting it of me now that I’m a star in the musical world! 

FREEZE! 

Narrator gives the meaning of all the various uses of “stars” in our everyday dialogues. 
We are here tonight to focus on the one, true star, the Star of Jacob. Because of its light, all other stars dim in comparison. This star shows us a path for eternity. Follow the light. 

Devotion: Jesus, the Morning Star

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (CWS 771 vs. 1)

Creator of the Stars: Genesis 1:14-18

One Star Promised: Numbers 24:17

A Star with a Name: Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7

“Oh Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” (CW 23)

All sing

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by your drawing nigh;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

“I want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (vs. 2)
Duet

Bethlehem’s Star: Luke 2:1-5

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (CW 65 or  66)

All sing

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King and peace to all the earth.

The Star Is Born: Luke 2:6-7

All read:

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

“Silent Night” (CW 60)

All sing

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,

Round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from thy holy face

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Star Search: Luke 2:8-16

Reader one:
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.

Reader two:
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 

Reader three:
"Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 

Reader one:
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

All:
 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 

Reader three:
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

Reader one:
"Let's go to Bethlehem 

Reader two:
and see this thing that has happened, 

Reader one:
which the Lord has told us about." 

Reader three:
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 

“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt” (CW 54)

All sing

Spread the Star-light: Luke 2:17-20

From the Father's Heart:  


My child, have you been stargazing lately?  I long for you not to wish upon a star but to 
embrace the full light of who I am.  I long to rise up in your heart each morning like the 
dawn's first light and to make you shine in this dark world.  Others need your light.  Rise 
and shine, My child!  Shine your light for Me.

A Grateful Response:  
All read:
In my darkest hours, in the midnight crisis of my life, You shine brightly, Lord.  There can be no darkness where You are, for You are the morning star, the most brilliant light of all.  No star in the heavens, no galaxy, sun, or moon, can compare to You, Lord.  You light up my life.

“Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” (CW 42)

All sing

Come, your hearts and voices raising,

Christ the Lord with gladness praising;

Loudly sing his love amazing,

Worthy folk of Christendom.

See how God, for us providing,

Gave his Son and life abiding;

He our weary steps is guiding

From earth’s woe to heav’nly joy.

Jacob’s Star in all its splendor

Beams with comfort sweet and tender,

Forcing Satan to surrender,

Breaking all the pow’rs of hell.

The Star in our Hearts: 2 Peter 1:16, 19

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (vs. 3)
Watch the Star: Hebrews 12:2-3

The Star Still Shines: Revelation 22, selected verses

Reader:
The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will 


serve him. 

All:
They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There 


will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the 


light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. 

Reader:
"Behold, I am coming soon! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 


Last, the Beginning and the End. I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this 


testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the 


bright Morning Star." He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming 


soon." 


All: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (all three verses)
All sing

Is There A Star In Your Eyes? 











