Women’s Ministry Devotion

Priceless Treasures New and Old

“Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the
owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.” Matthew 13:52

I’'m a fan of PBS’s Antiques Roadshow. How exciting to see the treasures that people bring from their
homes: the gold filigree hand mirror from great-great-great grandmother, musical instruments from a
bygone era, the collection of toy zoo animals that turns out to be a coveted collector’s item. Will | ever
discover in my home a trove of valuable antiques? | probably shouldn’t bank on that. Yet Scripture tells
me that | possess treasures worth far more than a top collector’s item at Sotheby’s. These priceless
treasures are knowledge and insights about God’s kingdom, taught by Jesus himself.

Jesus said the words above after telling his followers a series of parables about the kingdom of heaven.
Through the parables, Jesus instructed his disciples about God’s kingdom, its amazing growth, its
incomparable preciousness, and its culmination at the end of time when God will separate the wicked
from the righteous and all believers will reign with Him forever.

The disciples, whom Jesus calls here “teachers of the law,” now possessed a treasure trove of
knowledge and understanding about God’s kingdom. In addition to the “old” teachings from the Old
Testament, they now had the “new” knowledge about God’s kingdom that Jesus revealed to them. The
center jewel of this new knowledge? Jesus himself was the long-awaited fulfillment of the Old
Testament Scriptures. He would keep all of God’s law perfectly in their place, die to pay for their sins,
and through his resurrection assure them of their entrance into God’s kingdom. The disciples would
share this knowledge with others, like the owner of a fine house bringing out great treasures for people
to see.

These same words that instructed the disciples now instruct us. The Holy Spirit works through these
words to give us knowledge, understanding and insight about God’s kingdom. Like the disciples, we
joyfully bring these treasures of knowledge out of the “houses” of our hearts, both long-cherished truths
and new discoveries from His Word. These treasures are so valuable, so sought-after, so beautiful! We
bring them out, and others along with us marvel at their beauty and worth.

Prayer:

Dear Jesus, the living Word, we thank and praise you for coming to teach us the truths of God’s
kingdom. Forgive us when we have failed to value these treasures, or bring them out for others. Guide
us in sharing these treasures. Let the world see their beauty and worth. Amen

For further reading:
Matthew 13: 24-52
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