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Clean Slate

What is it about January 1st that makes us feel so hopeful? Why do we set so many more
goals, feel so much more motivated, and leave behind the past so much more easily than we do
any other time of year? There is something so nice about a fresh slate. A new calendar does
seem to symbolize a new chance at things. Out with the old and in with the new. THIS year is
the year. No failures so far. No distractions. New.

It's like a fresh coat of snow on the ground. Untainted. Can you imagine a small child standing
on his back porch steps after the first heavy snow? He is the first to look out at what seems like
acres of possibility. The biggest snowman that’s ever been built in the history of mankind. A fort
and wall that will defend itself admirably in a battle so great that the local news will come by to
report it. And legions of angels.

For me, a clean notebook with not so much as a scratch or scribble makes me feel for the very
first minute that | could one day be listed among poets and philosophers, quoted alongside the
great writers of our time. There is not a word written so far in this book to suggest otherwise.

A fresh, clean, perfect start is invigorating. It doesn’t take things terribly long in this world to
deteriorate. | don’t want to spend too long reminding you of that, because life itself will, but it
makes those brief immaculate moments that much more exhilarating.

Now consider Christ whose mercies are new every morning.

As redeemed children of God we have incomprehensible possibility, hope, and perfection in
store. Every day we live covered in a robe of righteousness, dwelling in the promise of heaven,
and capable of all things through Him who strengthens us.

“In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning | lay my requests before you
and wait expectantly” (Psalm 5:3).

With Christ as our head each moment is full of that same possibility. Don’t be discouraged by
failures, doubts, and insecurities. Your future in heaven is secure. You are purchased and won.
You can live every moment looking out at your own acres of possibility.

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new
is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

You are not captive to the limitations of this world! God has covered you over! You DO have
acres of possibility! | hope that you see that fresh start Christ gives you by his mercy each
morning and it lights a fire in you!

With Christ as our head and our focus, there is nothing we cannot do. There is no need to wait
for the New Year to set “reasonable” goals. Each moment in grace is a chance to build your life
into a stronghold of faith that people feel the need to talk about it. Construct a plan and use what
God gives you to build that snowman. And walk in the knowledge that when you’ve lived out
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your possibilities, creating, building, and inspiring by faith that you will rest joyfully and eternally
with legions of angels.

“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit
in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that
you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s
holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all
the fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according
to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen” (Ephesians 3:16-21).

Prayer: Dear Lord God, cover my sins and guilt with the righteousness of your Son, my Savior.
Create in me a pure heart and help me live a new life in you!

Written by Jes Woller
Reviewed by Professor-emeritus David Valleskey

Christ’s Love, Our Calling.

&P WELS




