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A Shaking Faith Turns to a Mighty Lord

“The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.” Exodus 14:14.

The Israelites had just finished a terribly long sentence of slavery in EQypt—4 centuries worth!
God allowed Pharaoh’s hardened heart to soften just enough to give the Israelites their long-
awaited freedom. Pharaoh was stubborn and as soon as he realized what he had really done,
he ordered his huge fleet of chariots and officers to pursue the Israelites. Seeing his army close
in on them, the Israelites resorted to complaining to the Lord and to Moses. Their impending
doom at the hand of Pharaoh terrified them. So Moses, by divine inspiration, reminded them of
God’s power over everything and gave them these words: “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you
will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will
never see again. The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still” (Exodus 14:13-14).

Then comes the rest of the story. Just after Moses told the Israelites to be still, the LORD told
Moses to get the people going! God was ready to show his mighty power to the Israelites and
the Egyptians once again, but he wanted the Israelites to move and do it quickly! Can you even
imagine about a million people trying to escape this 600-plus chariot army? Nothing is
impossible with God, and he held the deep waters of the Red Sea back as every last one of the
Israelites passed through safely. As promised, he showed his glory and power by keeping the
Israelites safe, while allowing those waters to sweep over the Egyptian army which was right on
their heels.

The mighty torrents of a hurricane whip against our coasts. Mental illness knocks on our minds
and hearts like an enemy trying to pummel us to the ground. Financial burdens bring frustration
and we just can’t see a way to recover. Children wander away from their childhood faith,
swallowed up by the evils of this world. All these circumstances may leave us feeling like the
Israelites—worried and scared. Our faith shakes and we complain to our Lord—Why do you let
me suffer so, Lord? God, how do you expect me to deal with the hardship and heartache?

Remember, dear sisters, the God you serve is the same God who created the entire universe.
The God you serve is the same God who fought for his people by holding back an entire sea.
The God you serve is the same God who brought his Son into the world and allowed him to go
to the cross and sacrifice his life to give you salvation from all your sins that you may live forever
with him in a glorious heaven. This same God will fight for you against whatever enemies are
threatening your faith. He promises it! And even in the darkest of times, when your fears and
wavering faith immobilize you, God helps you get going just like he did for the Israelites. Yes, he
tells us to be still for he is God. Let him calm your worries; calm your heart with his forgiveness
for your shaking and complaining. But then each day find in him your strength to continue to
press on toward the goal, dear Christian. The LORD will fight for you and will continue to fight
for you through all of life’s struggles until you finally reach your heavenly goal beside your Lord
and Savior.
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Prayer:

Lord Jesus, since you love me,
Oh, spread your wings above me
And shield me from alarm.
Though Satan would assail me,

Your mercy will not fail me;
I rest in your protecting arm. —CW 587:3 (Text: Paul Gerhardt, public domain)
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